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INTRODUCTION
Most Christians who believe in the literal fulfillment of Biblical Prophecy also believe there will be a literal
return of Jesus Christ to earth (Revelation 19:11-15). At Christ’s return, He will set up a visible kingdom in Jerusalem
and rule the world for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:4). Yet, among believers, there are a variety of opinions and prophetic
interpretations regarding the timing of these events.
There is also a commonly held belief that there will be a sudden return of Christ to catch away the living saints
and resurrect the dead in Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). Many theologians call this event the Rapture. The belief
in the Rapture has recently come under severe attack, and those who reject it consider it a manmade revelation dating
back to around 1830. Those who believe this event will occur place its timing either prior to or somewhere during
a seven-year period known as the tribulation (Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:21). Is there a revelation of the Rapture in
the New Testament? If so, will Christ return before, in the middle of, or at the conclusion of the future seven-year
tribulation? It is our goal to answer these and many more questions in our study of The Revelation of the Rapture.
This syllabus contains the following outlines:
1. The Apostle Paul’s Revelation of the Rapture
2. The Timing of the Rapture
3. The Rapture and the Seven Feasts of Israel
4. The Rapture and the Book of Remembrance
5. The Ancient Jewish Wedding and Four Passover Cups
Hundreds of hours of research and personal study have gone into this teaching. This manual is a resource tool
that will help the believer understand the revelation of the Rapture and the soon return of Christ. As Peter said:
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”
- 1 Peter 3:15
All the best,

Perry Stone, Jr.
The Perry Stone Institute of Advanced Biblical Studies
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THE RAPTURE:
A REVELATION
REVEALED TO
THE APOSTLE PAUL

LESSON ONE: THE RAPTURE REVELATION

THE RAPTURE:
A REVELATION REVEALED TO THE APOSTLE PAUL
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
- Acts 1:11
_____________________________________________________________________
God progressively reveals His truth.
Certain truths revealed in the New Testament were concealed in the Old Testament.
_____________________________________________________________________

I. EVENTS CONCEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
A. Pictures of the coming Messiah
The Event
1. Abraham and Isaac
2. Passover Lamb
3. Brass Serpent
4. Red Heifer

Scripture

The Picture

Genesis 22
Exodus 12
Numbers 21
Numbers 19

the crucifixion
the crucifixion
the crucifixion
the crucifixion

The Revelation
- the place
- the purpose
- the pattern
- the procedure

Moriah
Redemption
A Pole
The Details

B. Prophecies of the Messiah coming to earth
1. Enoch – the Lord coming with ten thousands of His saints (Jude 14)
2. David – the Lord builds up Zion; then He will appear in glory (Psalms 102:16)
3. Zechariah – His feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives in the east (Zechariah 14:4)
4. Zechariah – The Lord shall be King over all the earth (Zechariah 14:9)
C. Predictions of events preceding the Messiah’s return
1. Israel will be reborn suddenly (Isaiah 66:8-9)
2. Land will blossom and fill world with fruit (Isaiah 35:1 and 27:6)
3. The Jews will return from four corners to rebuild (Isaiah 11:11-12)
4. Jerusalem will be a controversy among the nations (Zechariah 12:2-3)
5. The enemies of Israel will attempt to destroy her (Ezekiel 38 and 39)
6. The Messiah will return to save Israel from destruction (Zechariah 12:4-10)
D. The main revelation was that the Messiah would come from heaven and set up His kingdom
1. The Messiah’s appearing and kingdom were revealed in the Old Testament
2. This coming was known by the Hebrew people for 1,500 years BC
3. The Messiah’s appearance for the church was hidden from the prophets
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__________________________________________________________________
The return of Messiah to gather His people (the Rapture) was a hidden mystery.
This and other mysteries were made known to the Apostle Paul.
__________________________________________________________________
“Now to him that is of power to establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began.”
- Romans 16:25
“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the
world unto our glory.”
- 1 Corinthians 2:7
“Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself.”
- Ephesians 1:9
“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”
- Ephesians 3:9
E. Three major mysteries that were hidden:
1. The church’s birth was hidden (Ephesians 3:10-21)
2. The Gentile’s blessing of redemption was hidden (Galatians 3:13-14)
3. The catching away of believers was a hidden mystery (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)
F. This mystery was hidden in three parts:
1. God would form a new nation and a spiritual house.
“They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked me to anger with their
vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger
with a foolish nation.”
- Deuteronomy 32:21
Key: The new nation is the church (Romans 9:24-25; 1 Peter 2:9-10).
2. The Gentiles would compose this new nation and new house.
“And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.”
- Isaiah 11:10
“I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee
for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles.”
- Isaiah 42:6
Key: The Gentiles would receive the light (Isaiah 60:3; 60:5; Malachi 1:11).
3. After completing the times of the Gentiles, God will open Israel’s eyes.
“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.”
- Romans 11:25
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Key: Times of the Gentiles must first conclude before Messiah returns (Luke 21:24)
G. Both Christ and angels announced His coming:
1. Jesus said He would return.
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
- John 14:1-3
2. Angels said He would return.
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
- Acts 1:11
Keys:
• The disciples thought Christ would restore the kingdom (Acts 1:6)
• Christ had another plan – to birth the church (Matthew 24:14)
• The church was a mystery hidden from the Old Testament prophets
• God chose a Hebrew named Saul, later named Paul, to receive a revelation

II. PAUL RECEIVED A SPECIAL REVELATION FROM GOD
A. The Apostle Paul
Paul was a chosen vessel to minister to the Gentiles.
1. He was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin (Romans 11:1)
2. He was educated under Rabbi Gamaliel as a Pharisee (Acts 22:3, Philippians 3:5)
3. He was converted while traveling to Damascus (Acts 9:5-8)
4. He went into Arabia to receive revelations from Christ (Galatians 1:12 and 17)
“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, To
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh
and blood. Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia,
and returned again unto Damascus.”
- Galatians 1:15-17
“For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her
children.”
- Galatians 4:25
B. The Arabian link (the Mount Sinai connection)
Both Paul and Moses received a special revelation from God in Arabia:
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1. Moses received the Torah on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:16)
2. Mount Sinai is located in Arabia (Galatians 4:25)
3. Paul went there after his conversion (Galatians 1:15-17)
Key: Moses and Paul both received God’s revelation in Arabia (Mount Sinai). This is important because of
what happened to Moses on Mount Sinai!
C. Moses’ Sinai revelation for Israel
Six important parallels occurred with Moses on Mount Sinai:
1. God called Israel a kingdom of priests and a peculiar treasure (Exodus 19:5-6)
2. The elders were assembled with Moses (Exodus 19:7)
3. God said “I will come in a thick cloud…” (Exodus 19:9)
4. The Lord would come down in the sight of the people (Exodus 19:11)
5. The voice of a trumpet waxed long and loud (Exodus 19:19)
6. The Lord came down and Moses went up (Exodus 19:20)
D. Paul’s Sinai revelation to the church
These Sinai parallels are found in Paul’s Rapture revelation:
“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17
1. The church consists of kings and priests (Revelation 1:6)
2. The 24 elders will assemble around the throne (Revelation 4:4)
3. The Lord will return in the clouds (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
4. The Lord will come down (descend) from heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
5. The Lord descends with the sound of a trumpet (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
6. The saints will be caught up (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
E. Returning from Arabia – Paul’s letters
In his first letter (1 Thessalonians) Paul (in 54 AD) revealed the Lord’s return:
“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come.”
- 1 Thessalonians 1:10
“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
at his coming?”
- 1 Thessalonians 2:19
“To the end he may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
- 1 Thessalonians 3:13
“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:15
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“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:23
Key verse:
“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17
F. Why did God hide this revelation in the Old Testament and wait until the New Covenant?
1. The catching away was a revelation for the Jews and the Gentiles (Ephesians 1)
2. The Rapture could not be revealed until the church was birthed (Acts 2:1-4)
3. The Rapture could not be revealed until the Gentiles came in (Acts 10)
G. Notice the Biblical order
1. Jesus predicted He will return to receive us (John 14)
2. The church was born on Pentecost with 3,000 Jewish converts (Acts 2)
3. Paul was converted and spent time seeking God in Arabia (Acts 9)
4. The Gentiles were grafted in at Caesarea and were accepted by the Jews (Acts 10)
5. Paul was called to be a preacher to the Gentiles and revealed the Rapture mystery.
God waited until the church was born and Gentiles were grafted in before revealing the Rapture mystery.
Paul also wrote:
“Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.”
- Ephesians 1:9-10
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together
unto him.”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:1
“Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.”
- 1 Corinthians 15:51-52
Notice The Phrases:
•
•
•

Caught up together (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
Gather together in one (Ephesians 1:10)
Our gathering together unto Him (2 Thessalonians 2:1)
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III. THE CONTROVERSY
The English word used to describe being caught up and the gathering together is the word Rapture. The first
argument against the Rapture teaching is that this word is not in the Bible.
A. Other theological words are not in the English Bible. For example:
1. The word demon
2. The phrase millennial reign
3. The phrase second coming or Second Advent
4. The word trinity
B. Definition of “caught up together”
The Greek word reveals why we call it the Rapture:
1. The phrase “caught up” is the Greek word harpazo.
2. Saint Jerome translated the Bible from Greek to Latin in the 4th century
3. The Latin word for “caught up” is rapere
4. The word means “to transport from one place to another”
C. Harpazo alludes to a person or thing being removed from one place to another
1. Paul was “caught up into the third heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2)
2. The Spirit of the Lord caught up Phillip (Acts 8:39)
3. The man-child was caught up to God (Revelation 12:5)
4. “The wicked one catcheth away the word that was sown...” (Matthew 13:19)
_________________________________________________________________
Other words besides the word Rapture can be used to describe the event.
Call it the catching away, the gathering together, or the ingathering.
__________________________________________________________________
D. Another phrase is found in Hebrews 12
1. Paul described when Moses was on Mount Sinai (Hebrews 12)
2. He was revealing how the saints would appear in the heavenly Mount Sion
“But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels. To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written
in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.”
- Hebrews 12:22-23
E. Paul describes our appearing in heaven
1. On Mount Sion - the heavenly Jerusalem
2. Accompanied by angels - angels will greet the saints’ arrival
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3. The General Assembly - this is the key phrase
4. Spirits of just men made perfect - notice 1 Corinthians 13:10
The general assembly – The Greek word is pan-ay-goo-ris meaning, “all” and “assemble.” It alluded to when the
Greeks assembled at festive events and the games! There is a “cloud of witnesses” cheering us on (Hebrews 12:1-2).
The gathering together – The Greek word for “gathering together” (2 Thessalonians 2:1) and “assembling together”
(Hebrews 10:25) is episunagoge - a complete collecting of (alluding to the dead and the living together). Among
the Jews it would be called the Great Assembly!

IV. WHAT WAS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY?
Notes on the General Assembly:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

After the destruction of Solomon’s Temple, a group of elders met (410 to 310 BC)
They expanded the Sanhedrin from 70 to 120 members – brought together by Ezra
Men of the assembly kept the Oral Tradition from Moses’ time alive
Men also put together the Hebrew Bible (Torah, Prophets and Writings)
They formalized prayers which were designed around the Temple events
Gave the Bible (Old Testament) to the common people
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi were part of that group
Knesset is the “assembly” or the “gathering” (120 members)

A. The great assembly: New Testament parallels
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Temple would become the physical body (1 Corinthians 3:16)
There were 120 in the Upper Room – same as the Great Assembly (Acts 1:15)
The apostles kept the teachings of Jesus and compiled the Scriptures
Eventually the Scriptures were given to the common people to read
__________________________________________________
If you don’t believe in the word Rapture,
then use the term GREAT ASSEMBLY!
__________________________________________________

B. The great assembly procedure
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

All of the people (both men and women) assembled on the 7th year
A platform was set up in Temple area – the crowd arrived; the king ascended the bema
The king handed the Torah to the synagogue president, who gave it to the High Priest
The High Priest passed it to the king who received it and personally read from it
Gold trumpets were used on this one occasion

C. The great assembly parallels
1. We will gather at the Temple in Heaven – out of every nation (Revelation 7:9)
2. The Lion of Judah (the King) is present with a seven sealed book (Revelation 5:5-7)
3. He will open the seven sealed book and read the contents (Revelation 6:1)
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Key: The Rapture is the great assembly – 120 formed it and 120 formed the church!

V. A SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING LESSON
A. The Old Testament revelation was for Israel; the New Testament revelation was for the church
His Coming to Reign on Earth (OT)
Was revealed to the prophets
Christ will rule on earth
We return from heaven to earth
Happens at the end of the tribulation
God saves Israel from destruction
A revelation to Israel and the Jews

His Return for the Church (NT)
Was revealed to the Apostle Paul
We will be with Christ in heaven
We depart up to heaven
Happens prior to the great tribulation
God delivers from the wrath to come
A revelation for the Gentile church

B. The Old Testament for the earthly seed; the New Testament for the heavenly seed
There is an earthly seed and a heavenly seed (Genesis 13:16 and 15:5).
The Earthly Seed is Israel

The Heavenly Seed is the Church

Israel is the natural nation
Israel is a Jewish nation
Israel is betrothed to God
Israel is promised earthly things
Israel is saved from destruction

The church is the spiritual nation
The church consists of Gentile and Jew
The church is betrothed to Christ
The church is promised heavenly things
The church is saved from future wrath

Note: The birth of the church and grafting in of the Gentiles preceded Paul’s revelation

VI. WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT THE MOMENT OF THE RAPTURE?
A. Eight things will happen within a short time at the moment of the Rapture:
1. The Lord Himself will descend from heaven.
a. This same Jesus will come again (Acts 1:11)
b. He will remain in the air - never touching earth (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
c. The dead in Christ and the living meet Him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
2. The Lord will descend with a shout.
a. The word shout means “a call, summons, or command”
b. There was a shout of the warrior (Jericho)
c. There was a shout in the vineyards (at harvest time)
d. There was a shout of the bridegroom (at the wedding)
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Note: Behold the bridegroom cometh (Matthew 25:6)
Those in the graves shall hear His voice (John 5:28)
The universal word (perhaps the “shout”) is hallelujah.
3. The shout is followed by the voice of the archangel. There are two holy angels of God named in the Bible.
a. The angel Gabriel (Daniel 8:16; 9:21)
b. The angel Michael (Daniel 10:13; 10:21; 12:1) Note: Michael is called archangel and is the warrior
against Satan (Jude 9)
4. The voice of the archangel is followed by the trump of God.
a. The Bible identifies two types of trumpets:
i. The rams horn (shofar) mentioned throughout the Scriptures
ii. The silver trumpets revealed in Numbers 10
b. The silver trumpets were used to call the camp in the wilderness (Numbers 10:2)
i. One blast and the princes and heads gathered together (Numbers 10:4)
ii. If both trumpets sounded, the camp gathered at the door (Numbers 10:3)
iii. A silver trumpet announced the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:9)
iv. The Rapture is our “jubilee” as we are “gathered together.”
“But when the congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm.”
- Numbers 10:7
c. There are four different sounds made with a shofar:
i. Tekiah - one long blast
ii. Shevarim - three shorter blasts
iii. Teruah - a series of quick blasts
iv. Tekiah HaGedolah - longest and loudest
d. The Lord’s voice often sounds like a trumpet
There was thunder, lightning, dark clouds and a shaking on Mount Sinai according
to Exodus 19:13-19.
“Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?”
- Job 40:9
“At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.”
- Psalms 104:7
“The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world:
the earth trembled and shook.”
- Psalms 77:18
“The voice of the Lord is upon many waters; the God of glory thundereth…”
- Psalms 29:3
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“The Lord thundered the heavens…he shot out lightnings.”

- Psalm 18:13-14

“The voice from heaven…” (people said it thundered)

- John 12:29

e. Exodus 19 and the Trumpet
“And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and
God answered him by a voice.”
- Exodus 19:19
Note:
i. Four times in Hebrew the word kol is used as the voice of a shofar
ii. The word thunder is kolot which is the plural of kol
iii. The blast of the shofar, the thunder, and God’s voice are linked in Exodus 19
Key: The “trump of God” is God’s shofar; or it could be God’s literal voice.
5. The dead in Christ shall rise first.
“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:14
Note: The dead in Christ are in Paradise (2 Corinthians 12:4)
These are those Christ will “bring with Him” (1 Thessalonians 4:14)
6. Those who are living will be changed.
“Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
- 1 Corinthians 15:51-52
a. The word changed is allasso, meaning “to transform from another.”
b. The word moment is atomos meaning “indivisible; to cut.”
Note: In the twinkling of an eye (1 Corinthians 15:52)
“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shines even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.”
- Matthew 24:27
a. Outside of our body we can travel faster than light
i. Ezekiel saw angels moving as a flash of lightning (Ezekiel 1:14)
ii. Light moves at 186,400 miles per second – 7 ½ times around the earth in one second.
iii. Angels can move fast like lightning (Ezekiel 1:14)
iv. Moses and Christ both had a glow of God’s glory
Nugget: Spirit bodies can move through objects as fast as thought.
b. The mystery of lightning
It takes CLOUDS to create lightning!
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i. Positively charged particles are at the top of the clouds – negative are at the base.
ii. The ground becomes positively charged – negative in cloud attracts positive on ground.
iii. Produces a leader stroke – a spark. The ground particles shoot back up in clouds.
iv. They (the particles) meet the leader stroke in the cloud – called the return stroke.
v. The strokes meet in the air as a lightning strike.
7. We who are alive will be caught up to meet them in the air.
The meaning of the word air is interesting (notes by Kenneth Weust)
a. Two Greek words for air (the ground to bottom of cloud; the top of cloud upwards).
b. Mount Olympus (ground to top of the mount and top of the mount up).
c. Satan is prince of the air (Ephesians 2:2) aer (same as 1 Thessalonians 4:17)
d. Air (ground to bottom of the cloud) is Satan’s dominion!
8. We shall forever be with the Lord.
This will fulfill the promise in John 14:1-3:
“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also.”
- John 14:2-3
Note: We must go to where He is at His Father’s house in heaven.

VII. NEW TESTAMENT WORDS THAT ALLUDE TO CHRIST’S RETURN
A. There are eight Greek words in the New Testament that allude to Christ’s return:
1. Harpazo – means “caught up, to seize upon with force, or to snatch up”
“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:17
2. Episunagoge – means “gathering together” or “assembly”
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together
unto him.”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:1
3. Allasso – means “to change or to transform or exchange “
“Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”
- 1 Corinthians 15:51
4. Paralambano - means “to take to” or “to receive to oneself “
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“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”
- John 14:3
5. Epiphaneia – means “to bring forth to light, to cause to shine forth”
a. Historian Polybius said it means “daybreak or dawn.”
b. Used by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:8, 1 Timothy 6:14, and 2 Timothy 1:10, 4:1
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”
- Titus 2:13
6. Rhuomai – means “to draw to oneself or to rescue and to deliver”
“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come.”
- 1 Thessalonians 1:10
7. Apokalupsis – means “an uncovering, a laying bare, or a revelation or revealing”
a. Eighteen times it is translated a noun and 26 times a verb in the New Testament
b. Alludes to Christ coming in the air (Colossians 3:4)
c. Alludes to Christ returning to earth (Luke 17:30, 2 Thess. 1:7, 1 Peter 4:13)
“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
- 1 Peter 1:13
8. Parousia – means “a coming, arrival, or being along side of ”
a. It was first used as a technical word for the arrival of a king
b. The primary meaning is presence (Philippians 1:26, 2 Thessalonians 2:9)
“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.”
- James 5:7

VIII. THE MANNER OF HIS COMING
A. The Bible gives the order of events at the time of the Rapture:
1. Christ will return suddenly
“Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that
he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. And if he
shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.”
- Luke 12:37-38
2. Christ will appear to the believers
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“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation.”
- Hebrews 9:28
3. Christ will gather believers together and raise the dead in Christ.
“That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:”
- Ephesians 1:10
4. Christ will change the living believers from mortal to immortal
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.”
- 1 Corinthians 15:51-52
5. Christ will carry us to His Father’s house in heaven
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”
- John 14:3
6. We shall forever be with the Lord
“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:17
B. The parallels of Exodus 19 and the Rapture
The Exodus Account
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A kingdom of priests
Washing the clothes
The Third day
Trumpet sounding long
The thick cloud
Lord comes in fire
The Lord came down
Moses went up

The New Testament Revelation
A kingdom of priests (Revelation 5:10)
Cleanse yourself (2 Corinthians 7:1)
Third day (John 2:1 & Hosea 6:2)
The trumpet of God (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
Coming in the clouds (1Thessalonians 4:17)
He comes in fire (2 Thessalonians 1:8)
The Lord descends (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
We are caught up (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

C. Christ gave a clue of a future Rapture when speaking to Martha
1. He spoke of those dead and those living
“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?”
- John 11:25-26
Jesus said:
a. The dead will live again (verse 25)
b. Those living will never die (verse 26)
c. The dead will be raised and the living will be changed (never die)
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IX. MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE RAPTURE
A. There are three misconceptions about the Rapture
1. Everyone who says they are saved will go in the Rapture
a. Only those who watch and pray (Luke 21:36)
b. Only those who look for Him (Hebrews 9:28)
c. Note the parables of the unprofitable servant (Matthew 25:30)
d. Note the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25)
2. Backsliders will have time to repent when they hear the shout
a. Three sounds occur at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)
b. Not all people heard the voice of God (John 12:29)
c. They that “have an ear” will be able to hear (Revelation 2:7)
3. The Rapture could happen 1,000 years from now
a. Warning about scoffers (2 Peter 3:3)
b. Warning about not discerning the signs (Luke 12:56)
c. Warning about servants delaying His coming (Matthew 24:48)
The Lord warned that He would come in an hour and a time that people think not!
“Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.”
- Luke 12:40

X. CONCLUSION
The Messiah’s reign on earth was given to Israel through the Old Testaments prophets, but the Rapture revelation
was given to Paul for the church. The Rapture involves:
1. The raising of the dead in Christ and catching away of the living in Christ
2. Rewarding the saints, prophets, and those who fear the Lord (Revelation 11:18)
3. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9)
4. The coronation of Jesus as the King of Kings (Revelation 19:12-16)
In heaven, Christ must transfer from position of High Priest to King of Kings. As part of the kingdom, we must be
present when this transfer of power takes place. When He returns to earth as King, He will wear many crowns, and
the armies in heaven will follow Him (Revelation 19:12-14).
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THE PROPHETIC
TIMING
OF THE RAPTURE

LESSON TWO: THE RAPTURE REVELATION

THE RAPTURE:
THE PROPHETIC TIMING OF THE RAPTURE
INTRODUCTION
Most traditional Evangelical scholars believe in a future time called the tribulation. Most believe that Christ’s coming
for the church will be linked to the seven-year timeframe of the tribulation. While most Christians believe in the
seven-year tribulation, opinions differ on the timing of the Rapture.

I. BELIEFS RELATED TO THE TIMING OF THE RAPTURE
A. There are five different beliefs related to the timing of the Rapture
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Pre-tribulation – All Christians are caught up before the seven years
Partial Rapture – Pre-tribulation (overcomers taken and carnal remain)
Mid-tribulation – All Christians are caught up in the middle of the seven years
Pre-wrath – All Christians caught up about ¾ into the tribulation
Post-tribulation – All Christians caught up at the end of the seven years

II. THE COMING TRIBULATION
A. Biblical references to the tribulation
1. Alluded to in Daniel 9:27
2. Called a “day of trouble as was not since there was a nation” (Daniel 12:1)
3. Called “great tribulation” in Matthew 24:21 and Revelation 7:14
B. The last 7 years of human government
1. Called Daniel’s 70th week (Daniel 9:24)
2. A prophecy of 490 years for Israel
3. The last period is one week or seven years
“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the over-spreading of abominations he shall make it desolate,
even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
- Daniel 9:27
“And he shall enter into a strong and firm covenant with the many for one week [seven years]. And in
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and offering to cease [for the remaining three and onehalf years]; and upon the wing or pinnacle of abominations [shall come] one who makes desolate, until the
full determined end is poured out on the desolator.
- Daniel 9:27 AMP
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C. The word week (in Hebrew)
The Biblical Week
•
•
•
•

A week of days (1 week)
Week of weeks (49)
A week of years (7 years)
Week of weeks of years (49)

The Purpose

The Reference

Rest on the 7th Day
Pentecost (Feast of Weeks)
Rest on the 7th year
Jubilee on the 50th year

Exodus 20:10
Deuteronomy 16:9-10
Leviticus 25:4
Leviticus 25:8-10

1. In Daniel 9:27 the word week is shebu’ah, literally a week of years.
2. In the midst of the seven he will stop the sacrifice and offerings.
3. That is the 42 months, or 1260 days or the time, times and dividing of time.
4. In the midst of the 7, the seven-year treaty is broken by the antichrist.
D. The order is revealed in Matthew 24
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The gospel is preached, then the end comes (Matthew 24:14)
The abomination is set up in Jerusalem (Matthew 24:15)
Then great tribulation strikes in Israel (Matthew 24:21)
False prophets do great signs to deceive people (Matthew 24:24)
Cosmic activity toward the end of the tribulation (Matthew 24:29)
The powers of heaven will be shaken (Matthew 24:29-30)

E. The order is revealed in Revelation
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The church and two witnesses are caught up (Revelation 4:1 and 11:12)
The abomination is the image of the beast (Revelation 13:14-15)
Jews flee in second half of tribulation (Revelation 12:6)
The false prophet comes to power with lying signs (Revelation 13:11-18)
Cosmic activity occurs through the judgments (Revelation 16:2-17)
The return of Christ with the armies of heaven (Revelation 19:11-16)

III. JACOB’S TROUBLE
The last week (seven years) is the tribulation. It is also called “Jacob’s trouble.”
“Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on
his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none
is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”
- Jeremiah 30:6-7
A. Jacob’s trouble is recorded in Genesis 29
“Fulfill her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shall serve with me yet seven
other years. And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also.”
- Genesis 29:27-28
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1. Jacob worked seven years for Rachel but got Leah instead
2. Jacob had to work seven more years to marry Rachel (he fulfilled her week)
3. Jacob experienced two periods of trouble—seven years each
Note: Holocaust (7 years) and the future tribulation (7 years)
B. Revelation is divided into seven years of forty-two months each
1. One seven but two halves - 1260 days each (Revelation 11:3 and 12:6)
2. The 1260 days are called times, time and a half (Daniel 12:7)
3. Forty-two months and forty-two months (Revelation 11:2 and 13:5)
What is the best choice for the timing of the Rapture? Is it before, in the middle, or at the end of the Tribulation?

IV. THE FUTURE TRIBULATION: A TIME OF WRATH AND JUDGMENT
“And said to the mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sits on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”
- Revelation 6:16-17
“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in
them is filled up the wrath of God.”
- Revelation 15:1
A. The prophets saw a final day of God’s wrath
1. A day of God’s vengeance (Isaiah 35:4; 61:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:8)
2. A day of God’s judgment (Romans 2:5; Jude 15; Revelation 14:7)
3. A day of God’s wrath (Revelation 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:19; 16:19)
B. We are told we can escape the wrath to come
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”
- Luke 21:36
1. The wrath of God is reserved for God’s enemies (Nahum 1:2)
2. The wrath of God is revealed against the ungodly (Romans 1:18)
3. The righteous are not appointed to wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9)
_____________________________________________________
The Jews were to flee the wrath (Luke 3:7) and we can escape.
_____________________________________________________
C. Scriptures that reveal escape from wrath
“Day of the Lord cometh...he shall destroy sinners out of it.” (Isaiah 13:9)
“Vengeance on his adversaries...reserves wrath for his enemies.” (Nahum 1:2)
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“Who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” (Matthew 3:7)
“Whoever believes not on the son...the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36)
“Wrath of God - revealed from heaven against all unrighteous men.” (Romans 1:18)
“Wrath of God cometh upon the children of disobedience.” (Ephesians 5:6)
_______________________________________________________
Wrath is for the unrighteous, the ungodly, and the sinner.
_______________________________________________________
“But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to each one according to
his deeds: eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
immortality; but to those who are self- seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness -indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and
also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek.”
- Romans 2:5-10 (NKJV)
D. The New Testament promises deliverance from wrath
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”
- Luke 21:36
“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come.”
- 1 Thessalonians 1:10
“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for
us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10
“Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”
- Romans 5:9
“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the
children of disobedience.”
- Ephesians 5:6
Note: Escaped from, delivered from, and saved from the wrath to come
E. God Provides an ESCAPE for the righteous
The Bible gives eight examples of the righteous escaping judgment and wrath.
1. The days of Noah
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house; by which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by
faith.”
- Hebrews 11:7
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2. The days of Lot (note the progression)
“That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
- Genesis 18:25
“Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the
city was called Zoar.”
- Genesis 19:22
“And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent
Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot dwelt.”
- Genesis 19:29
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly (Lot) out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day
of judgment to be punished.”
- 2 Peter 2:9
3. The escape from Egypt
“For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and
on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto
your houses to smite you.”
- Exodus 12:23
(Note: Exodus 11:6-7 and 12:13)
4. Delivering Rahab from death in Jericho
“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with
peace.”
- Hebrew 11:31
5. The destruction of Jerusalem - a remnant escaped
“Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart
out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.”
- Luke 21:21
6. Those in the country of Jordan will escape during the tribulation
“He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape
out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.”
- Daniel 11:41
7. The Jewish are protected during the tribulation
“Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.”
- Revelation 7:3
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8. The Ezekiel passage
One of the most powerful passages of the righteous being delivered is found in Ezekiel chapter 14. God
reveals His desire to see the righteous escape His wrath and judgments.
“Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine
hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off
man and beast from it. Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver by
their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD.”
- Ezekiel 14:13-14
He mentions beast, sword, and pestilence and says Noah, Daniel, and Job would deliver themselves by their
own righteousness!
“Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor
daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.”
- Ezekiel 14:20
___________________________________________________________________
Throughout Scripture, there is a principle of the righteous
escaping danger, judgment and wrath!
Other examples are found in Psalms 71:2, 141:10, Isaiah 37:32, 66:19 and so forth.
____________________________________________________________________

V. TIMING OF THE RAPTURE
A. The following clues reveal a pre-tribulation Rapture
1. Clue number one: The change of structure and content between Revelation chapters 3 and 4
a. The revelation deals with what was, is, and is to come (Revelation 1:4).
b. What was (Christ’s resurrection) what is (the church) to come (judgments).
c. Chapters two and three address seven churches in Asia (located in Turkey).
d. Chapters two and three reveal the seven blessings to the overcomers.
e. A shift occurs between chapters three and four.
“After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be
hereafter.”
- Revelation 4:1
f. The door - the door is mentioned in Luke 13:25 and Matthew 25:10
g. The voice - 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
h. The trumpet - 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
i. Come up hither - mentioned twice in Revelation 4:1 and 11:12
j. A throne like an emerald - Revelation 4:3
Note: The emerald is traditionally a Jewish wedding stone.
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2. Clue number two: The 24 elders on thrones in heaven (Revelation chapter 4)
“And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders
sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.”
- Revelation 4:4
a. The word elders is mentioned twelve times from chapter 4 to chapter 19.
b. The Greek word for elders is presbuteros, as in Acts 14:23.
c. They are dressed in white raiment (Revelation 3:5, 3:18, 6:11, 7:9).
d. They have crowns (Greek: stephanos meaning victor crowns) in Revelation 4:4 and 4:10
Note: The stephanos was the symbol of triumph in the games or a contest. It becomes a reward or a prize. It
was also a token of public honor for distinguished service or military prowess, especially the coming of kings.
Who are these elders?
The best identification is the 12 sons of Jacob and the 12 apostles of the Lamb.
“And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.”
- Matthew 19:28
a. The 12 apostles will judge the church from the doctrine of the New Covenant.
b. The 12 sons of Jacob will represent the Old Covenant saints.
c. The elders say, “Thou hast redeemed us...” (Revelation 5:9 and Galatians 3:13).
d. The 12 names of the apostles are carved in the foundations (Revelation 21:14).
e. The 12 names of the sons of Jacob are carved on the gates (Revelation 21:12).
__________________________________________________
If the apostles are on thrones, there has been a resurrection!
__________________________________________________
3. Clue number three: The mystery of the seven-sealed book (Revelation chapter 5)
“And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside,
sealed with seven seals.”
- Revelation 5:1
History of scrolls
a. Important legal and personal documents were written on scrolls.
b. The documents were sealed with a special wax seal and a signet ring.
c. The documents could only be opened by the proper authorities.
d. The will of a rich person in the Roman time was sealed with seven seals, by witnesses with their personal
insignia rings.
Note: There are seven seals and the seven churches
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The wills had to be sealed with seven eyewitnesses using seven signet rings. The people who owned the rings
were to be present at the opening of the will. The seven sealed book is a sealed will!
4. Clue number four: The number seven and its connection to the Sabbatical cycles of rest
a. The seventh day is the Sabbath day (Exodus 20:10)
b. The seventh month was more sacred than the others (Leviticus 23:24)
c. Every seventh year was a Sabbatical year (Leviticus 25:4)
d. Seventy times seven was a completed cycle for Israel (Leviticus 25:8)
e. There is a Sabbath weeks rest (seven years) for the church (Hebrews 4)
f. The Sabbath of the Messiah’s kingdom will last for 1,000 years.
There is a rest for God’s people (Hebrews 4:9-10). This time of rest will be our seven years in heaven while
the tribulation is occurring on earth, followed by the day of the Lord—the 1,000 year reign of Christ on
earth (Revelation 20:4).
B. The Rapture is the beginning of our rest in the Lord
“For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remains
therefore a rest to the people of God.”
- Hebrews 4:8-9
1. The seven years in heaven will be our Sabbath of rest
a. The tribulation is seven years on earth
b. The church is seven years in heaven
c. The Sabbath is referred to as a bride
d. Some Jews sing in the field “Lechi Dodo” - “Come my beloved.”
e. The Great Sabbath will be when the Bride is united with the Messiah
C. There is a third day principle
1. A groom spent three days in preparation for the wedding feast (The Talmud, Ket. 3a)
2. The wedding of Cana took place on the third day (John 2:1-11)
3. Hosea 6:2 indicates we will be “raised up on the third day.”
4. Psalms 90:4 indicates that “one day with the Lord is a thousand years.”
5. There have been two days (two thousand years) and we are in the third day

VI. COMPARING VISIONS
A. Compare the prophetic visions of Daniel and John

•
•
•

From Daniel chapter 7

From Revelation

The fourth beast arises (7:7)
He plucks up 3 nations (7:8)
Throne - the Ancient of Days (7:9)

The rise of the beast (13:1)
The beast of revelation 12 and 13
One on the throne (4:2)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

From Daniel chapter 7

From Revelation

Thrones are cast down (7:9)
Thousands times thousands (7:10)
10,000 times 10,000 (7:10)
Judgment set - books opened (7:10)
Beast was given to the flame (7:11)
Coming in the clouds (7:13)
Kingdom will not pass away (7:14)

24 thrones in heaven (4:4)
Thousands in heaven (5:11)
10,000 times 10,000 (5:11)
The saints are judged (11:18)
The beast was cast into hell (19:20)
Coming to earth to rule (19:11-14)
A 1,000 year kingdom (20:4)

From Daniel chapters 11 and 12

From Revelation

Plants headquarters in Jerusalem (11:45)
Michael shall stand up (12:1)
A time of great trouble (12:1)
Remnant delivered (12:1)
Many asleep shall awake (12:2)

Takes over Jerusalem (11:2)
Michael rises up (12:7)
Attack against the remnant (12:10)
144,000 delivered (14:1-2)
Dead raised (20:12)

Those who are raised in Daniel 12:2 are those who died during the seven-year tribulation. Another
resurrection happens at the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ (Revelation 20:5; 20:12).
B. Comparing Zechariah’s prophecies to John’s vision in Revelation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

From Zechariah chapters 11-14

From Revelation

Jerusalem a cup of iniquity (12:2)
Valley of Megiddon (12:11)
2/3 die and 1/3 through fire (13:9)
Battle for Jerusalem (14:2)
Return to the Mount of Olives (14:4)
The Lord will be King (14:9)
Celebrate Feast of Tabernacles (14:16)

Jerusalem: center of the conflict (11:2)
Valley of Megiddo (16:16)
Men will die (9:18)
Antichrist rules from Jerusalem (11:2)
He returns to earth (19:15)
He is King of kings (19:16)
The millennial reign (20:4)

VII. THE ELECT AND THE SAINTS
A common argument against a pre-tribulation Rapture is that the elect and the saints are on earth during
the tribulation. If these represent the church, then we will go through the tribulation.
A. The “elect” is mentioned in Matthew 24
“And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those
days shall be shortened.”
- Matthew 24:22
The word elect is said to be the elect of the church. If this is so, then the days of the tribulation will be
shortened “for the elect’s” (church’s) sake. The word elect is used of the church in Colossians 3:12 and
1 Peter 1:2.
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The word “elect” has different meanings
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Isaiah 42:1 - “My servant...mine elect...” (speaking of Christ)
First Timothy 5:21 - “The elect angels...” (speaking of the angels)
Isaiah 45:4 - “Israel mine elect...” (speaking of Israel)
Isaiah 65:9 and 22 - “Jacob...mine elect...” (speaking of Jacob)
Colossians 3:12 - “The elect of God…” (speaking of the church)
Second John 1:1 - “The elect lady and her children” (speaking of a woman)

Note: Matthew 24 has Jewish overtones, the elect being a Jewish remnant.
B. The question concerning the “saints” in the book of Revelation
The saints mentioned in Revelation are suffering in the tribulation. Since the saints are the church, the church
must go through the tribulation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Revelation 11:18
Revelation 13:7
Revelation 14:12
Revelation 18:24
Revelation 20:9

“Time to reward the saints...”
“The beast makes war with the saints....”
“The patience of the saints...”
“In her was found the blood of the saints...”
“The camp of the saints...”

Who are these saints? Are they Jews, Gentiles, the Church, or a combination?
1. Saints in Hebrew is kodesh (Daniel 7:18) - root meaning angel, saint, sanctuary
2. Saints in New Testament is hagios (Revelation 13:7) meaning a holy thing
3. Saints are anyone who has been washed in Christ’s blood
“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
- Revelation 7:14
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
- Daniel 12:1
“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the
wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.
- Daniel 12:10
Note: The war against the saints is the righteous remnant (Revelation12)
The saints are those who receive Christ during the tribulation
C. The argument of the martyrs
People are martyred for the gospel during the tribulation.
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”And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word
of God, and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord,
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes
were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season,
until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”
- Revelation 6:9-11
1. These individuals were killed in the early part of the tribulation
2. According to Revelation 20:4, many will be beheaded in the tribulation
3. There is a group who make their robes white during the tribulation
4. These may be those who miss the Rapture in the parables
5. Some are cast into outer darkness (of the tribulation)
“And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 25:30
Note: The saints are given high positions in the kingdom
The tribulation martyrs are allowed to rule for 1,000 years
Those left in the tribulation must make their robes white to make the kingdom.
D. The argument of God purging the church through the tribulation
The church must be purged and cleansed through great tribulation
1. All believers experience tribulation and trials (John 16:33)
2. We are chastised by the Lord in order to repent (Hebrews 12:6-7)
3. We are made clean by the Word, the Spirit, and the blood (John 15:3)
4. The tribulation is the wrath of God upon the ungodly:
“For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment. And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly, and turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an example unto those
that after should live ungodly.”
- 2 Peter 2:4-6
________________________________________________________
The chastisement is for the believer. The wrath is for the sinner
_________________________________________________________

VIII. WHY DO I BELIEVE IN A PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE?
A. Below are five reasons why I believe in a pre-tribulation Rapture:
1. God has not appointed us to wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9).
a. The first 42 months is the wrath of the Lamb (Revelation 6:16)
b. The second 42 months is the wrath of God (Revelation 14:10)
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The wrath of the Lamb is poured out first because of the Gentile nations’ treatment of the church. The wrath
of God is poured out the final 42 months because of the treatment of the Gentile nations against Israel.
2. The church is not mentioned after chapter three in the book of Revelation.
a. We are the Body of Christ on earth (1 Corinthians 12:27)
b. We will be the Bride of Christ in heaven (Revelation 21:2)
3. The tribulation is a time of Jacob’s (Israel’s) trouble.
a. Jacob’s trouble was two timeframes of seven years each (Genesis 29)
b. The first seven he worked for Rachel and received Leah (Genesis 29:25)
c. The second seven he worked for Rachel and received her (Genesis 29:28)
4. The theme in Scripture is that the righteous can escape the wrath.
a. True believers (the church) will escape the Lamb’s wrath (Luke 21:36)
b. A Jewish remnant will escape the wrath of God (Revelation 14:1)
5. God seals what is His
a. The church is sealed with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14)
b. A Jewish remnant is sealed with the seal of God (Revelation 7:1-4)
The book of Revelation covers seven years of the wrath of the Lamb and of God
B. The Old Testament gives us pictures of the Rapture
Three men—Enoch, Moses and Elijah—reveal the three types of people linked to the Rapture and the
tribulation!
1. Enoch is a picture of the Rapture
a. Enoch was the seventh man from Adam (Jude 14)
b. Enoch was a prophet who saw the return of Christ (Jude 14)
c. Enoch walked with God for 365 years (Genesis 5:23)
d. Enoch: God took him—he was translated (Hebrews 11:5)
e. Genesis 5:24 - “Enoch was not for God took him...”
f. The word for “took him” is laqach meaning “to take away.”
g. The root word also means “to marry or to wed.”
Note: Someone taking another to himself (John 14:1-3)
Enoch represents the living saints who suddenly disappear.
2. Moses’ death is a picture of the dead in Christ
a. Moses went to the top of Mount Pisgah (Mount Nebo)
b. He saw the Promised Land and then died. God buried him (Deuteronomy 34:6).
c. No Israelite could find the body.
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Note: Moses represents the dead saints whose bodies will be missing at the resurrection!
3. Elijah was taken alive in a whirlwind after he crossed the Jordan River
“And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that behold there appeared a chariot of fire, and
horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha
saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.”
- 2 Kings 2:11-12
a. The Jordan River was the border between the wilderness and Promised Land.
b. A remnant of Jews will be protected in the wilderness (Revelation 12:6)
c. A remnant will be caught up to heaven (Revelation 14:1)
d. These are those who were sealed with the seal of God (Revelation 7:3-8)
e. Elijah is one of the two witnesses involved with this group (Revelation 11:1-3)
Note: Elijah represents the Jewish remnant caught up during the tribulation.
C. The summary
1. Enoch represents the living saints who are caught up (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
2. Moses represents the saints who have died who will resurrect (1 Corinthians 15:52)
3. Elijah represents the Jewish Remnant who will be caught up (Revelation 12:5; 14:1)
D. More thoughts on pre-tribulation
1. The Mystery of the Seven Angels (trumpet judgments)
“And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.”
- Revelation 8:2
“But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should
be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.”
- Revelation 10:7
2. These 7 trumpets sound in the first half of the tribulation and conclude the first 42 months!
“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in
them is filled up the wrath of God.”
- Revelation 15:1
“And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen,
and having their breast girded with golden girdles.”
- Revelation 15:6
“...no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.”
- Revelation 15:8
Note: There are seven seals, seven trumpet judgments, and seven vial judgments.
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3. Compare the similarities between the trumpet and vial judgments in Revelation:
THE TRUMPETS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hail, fire and burning trees (8:7)
A mountain of fire (8:8)
An asteroid pollutes waters (8:10)
The sun, moon and stars dark (8:12)
The pit is opened (9:1)
Four angels are loosed (9:14)
The mystery of God finished (10:7)

THE BOWLS (VIALS)
Sores break out on men (16:2)
The sea turns to blood (16:3)
The rivers are polluted (16:4)
The sun scorched men (16:8)
Darkness on the beast kingdom (16:10)
The Euphrates dries up (16:12)
It is completed (16:17)

4. Are these seven supernatural angels or could they be seven men (prophets)?
“And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy,”
- Revelation 19:10
“And I John saw these things and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before
the feet of the angel which showed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy
fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book.”
- Revelation 22:8-9
a. The word angels in Greek:
i. Can be both human and heavenly messengers.
ii. The Greek word is aggellos; 181 times it is translated as angel; 4 times as messenger.
iii. Angello means to deliver a message.
Note: In Revelation1:20, seven angels are over the seven churches. (These were pastors.)
These seven angels are redeemed men who are entering the Temple to pour out the judgments. They are
prophets!
b. The seventh angel said to John:
i. I am a fellow servant (Revelation 22:9)
ii. I am a prophet (Revelation 22:9)
iii. I keep the words of this book (Revelation 22:9)
iv. Jesus sent his angel to reveal the book (Revelation 22:16)
c. If they are Old Testament Prophets:
There are seven major prophets whose judgments line up with Revelation’s judgments:
•
•
•

The hail, fire and burning
Mountain burning with fire
An asteroid falling and water polluted

- Ezekiel 38:22
- Jeremiah 51:25
- Isaiah 64:1-3
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•
•
•
•

The sun, moon and stars scorched
The pit is opened - darkness
Four angels loosed - the Euphrates River
The mystery is finished

- Joel 2:30-31
- Zephaniah 1:14-15
- Zechariah 10:11
- Daniel 12:9

d. If they are New Testaments prophets:
i. Fellow servant is a New Testament term (Colossians 1:7; 4:7)
ii. Prophets were in the New Testament (Acts 21:10; Titus 1:12; 1 Corinthians 14:37)
iii. Believers were instructed to keep the word (John 14:15; 14:23; 15:10)
iv. Pastors of the seven churches are called angels (Revelation 2:1; 2:8; 2:12; 2:18; 3:1; 3:7 and 3:14)
Men have been “entering the Temple.” As judgments are poured out, no man is entering! So, who are the
men? There has been a resurrection! The men have been Raptured and caught up to heaven! These angels are
men, prophets. The resurrection and Rapture have occurred long before Revelation 8:2.
Note: Mid tribulation is in Revelation 11-12 and 13
Post tribulation is in Revelation 19
5. An interesting look at Second Thessalonians chapter 2
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and by our gathering together unto
him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from
us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there comes a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.
“Remember when I was with you I told you these things? Now you know what witholdeth that he might be
revealed in his own time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let,
until he be taken out of the way.
“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth and
destroy with the brightness of his coming.”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8
a. With regard to these letters:
i. The first letter Paul wrote was First Thessalonians (it mentioned the coming)
ii. In the Second letter, a person had forged Paul’s name saying the Lord had returned
iii. Paul mentioned two events – the coming and the gathering together
“In regard to the coming of the Lord and our gathering together with him, why are you troubled that the
day of the Lord is at hand (is present).”
Note: The Day of the Lord is the tribulation. The trouble made them feel it was at hand.
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6. Two things precede the Day of the Lord
a. The falling away comes first
b. Then the man of sin will be revealed (Greek: apokalupto - to “lay open what is veiled”)
The falling away has been interpreted to mean a revolt and rebellion from the truth (this will come).
However, in the Greek there can be another meaning. This information is from Kenneth Wuest (Prophetic
Light in Present Day Darkness).
a. Falling away is (Greek) apostasia – Wuest says it is not the translation or the word itself.
b. Root verb is aphistemi and is found fifteen times in the New Testament.
c. Eleven times it is translated as “depart” and one time it refers to the faith.
d. Eight times it alludes to the departure of a person from one place to another.
Other places where apostasia is found:
a. Luke 8:13 - “in temptation they fell away.”
b. Acts 5:37 - “drew away much people.”
c. Acts 5:38 - “refrain from these men.”
The primary meaning is a person departing from a place or from another person. Thayer says the word
means, “defection of a freedman from his patron,” or “a divorce or repudiation.”
Apostasia is also found in Acts 21:21
“Teaching all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses.”
Forsake (AV translation of the word) involves a departure.
The Liddell and Scott Classical Lexicon:
“The second meaning of apostasia is a departing, or a disappearance.”
______________________________________________________________________________
All of the Bibles translated before the 1611 King James Version
used the word DEPARTING instead of FALLING AWAY!
This included:
Tyndale (1534), Cloverdale (1535), The Geneva Bible (1537), Crammer (1539), The Beza (1565)
All used the phrase “the departing.”
______________________________________________________________________________
“Let no man deceive you by any means, for that day shall not come except there come a departing first, and
that man of sin be disclosed...”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:3 (Tyndale 1534)
“Do not allow anyone to lead you astray in any way, because that day shall not come except the
aforementioned departure (of the church to heaven) come first and the man of lawlessness is disclosed (in his
true identity), the man of perdition..”
- Kenneth Wuest (The New Testament – An Expanded Translation)
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7. The meaning(s) of apostasies
a. A revolt; a rebellion against God
b. A departing or a departure
The context determines the meaning. This was “the” (definite article) departure, something specific that was
already known to the readers. What was already known?
“And to wait for his son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath come.”
- 1 Thessalonians 1:10
“To the end he may stablish your hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
- 1 Thessalonians 3:13
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:16
“For yourselves know perfectly well that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night...But ye are not in
darkness that that day should overtake you as a thief.”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 4
8. The Restrainer holding back the man of sin
“Now you know what withholdeth he might be revealed in his time.”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:6
“He who now letteth will let until he be taken out of way.”
“Then (after the restrainer is gone) the wicked is revealed.”

- 2 Thessalonians 2:7
- 2 Thessalonians 2:8

Note: Both witholdeth and letteth are the Greek word meaning, “to restrain.”
Who is doing the restraining?
a. The HE is a personal pronoun
b. Scholars say 1) governments 2) the Roman Empire 3) the church
c. The best choice is the church
Why the church as the restrainer?
a. The word church in Greek is ekklesia which is a feminine word
b. The church is compared to a body (masculine while being on earth)
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man unto
the measure of the stature fullness of Christ.”
- Ephesians 4:13
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“And he (Christ) is the head of the body, the church...”
“For by one Spirit are ye baptized into one body.”
“There is one body and one Spirit...”

- Colossians 1:18
- 1 Corinthians 12:13
- Ephesians 4:4

“So we being many are one body in Christ...”

- Romans 12:4-5

“And he hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. Which
is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”
- Ephesians 1:22-23
We are the body of Christ on earth and become the bride of Christ in Heaven. The bride (the Lamb’s wife)
is called the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21:9-11.
Summary:
1. More evidence points to a pre-tribulation Rapture than the others
2. God has allowed the righteous to escape judgment throughout the Bible
3. God does not appoint His children to wrath
4. The patterns among the prophets also reveal the pre-tribulation concept

IX. THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE RAPTURE
The New Testament mentions the coming of the Lord in over 300 verses. Still some argue that the Rapture is
a modern doctrine and not a Biblical one. Some teach that it was revealed in a prophecy given in 1830 by a
woman named Margaret McDonald.
A. First Argument – The Rapture was first taught in 1830 and is a new doctrine.
Answer: This is incorrect. The belief was taught long before this time.
1. Dr. John Gill in 1748 (Baptist Theologian) called the catching away the “Rapture.”
“The Apostle, having something new and extraordinary to deliver concerning the coming of Christ, the first
resurrection, or the resurrection of the saints, or the change of the living saints, and the Rapture both of the
raised, and the living in the clouds to meet Christ in the air expresses itself in this manner.”
- Dr. John Gill, Commentary on 1 Thessalonians 4:1
2. Peter Jerieu around 1687
“The saints shall reign with Christ about a thousand years...But to me it seems very evident that this reign
shall begin with some miraculous appearance of our Lord in His glory. After which he shall go back to
heaven...There is a first coming of Christ to establish his kingdom on earth, shall not it be in that manner,
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with the voice of an archangel, and in great magnificence in glory? Who can prove that, at the first coming
of Christ, He shall not raise some of the dead? As St. John seems expressly to have foretold.”
- Peter Jerieu, 1687
B. Second Argument –No early writing indicates an expectance of Christ’s coming.
Answer: This is not true as seen in the following writings.
1. Clement of Rome (95 A.D.) First Epistle on the Corinthians
“Ye see how in a little while the fruit of the trees comes to maturity. Of a truth, soon and suddenly shall His
will be accomplished, as the Scriptures also bear witness, saying, ‘Speedily He comes and will not tarry’; and
‘The Lord shall suddenly come to His Temple, even the Holy One, for whom ye look.’ ”
- The Ante-Nicene Fathers, I, 11
2. Clement’s Second Epistle on the Corinthians
“If therefore we shall do what is just in the sight of God, we shall enter His kingdom, and shall receive the
promises, which neither eye hath seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man. Wherefore let
us every hour expect the kingdom of God in love and righteousness, because we know not the day of the
Lord’s appearing.”
- Cited by Silver, The Lord’s Return, p.59
3. The Shepherd of Hermas (100-120 A.D.)
“You have escaped from the great tribulation on account of your faith, and because you did not doubt in the
presence of the beast...Go, therefore, and tell the elect of the Lord His mighty deeds, and say to them that
this beast is a type of the great tribulation that is coming. If ye then prepare yourselves, and repent with all
your hearts, and turn to the Lord, it will be possible for you to escape it, if your heart be pure and spotless,
and ye spend the rest of your lives serving the Lord blamelessly.”
4. Ephraim the Syrian (from the Greek Orthodox Church)
“... All the Saints and the elect of God are gathered together before the tribulation which is about to come,
and are taken to the Lord, in order that they may not see at any time the confusion that overwhelms the
world because of our sins.”
- Ephraim the Syrian 373 A.D.
Others teach that the apostles did not expect Christ’s return in their time.
1. Some expected the return of Christ before John’s death.
a. Some would not die until they saw the son of man coming (Matthew 16:28).
b. The disciples believed John would live to see the return of Christ.
“Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. Then went this
saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall
not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?” - John 21:22-23
Key: After 70 AD John lived on and was the last apostle.
Key: In about 95 AD he received the vision of Revelation (the kingdom).
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2. Apostles coined a term
a. The Apostles believed Christ could return in their lifetime.
b. The Aramaic word Maranatha was coined (1 Corinthians 16:22).
Note: See Hebrews 1:2; Hebrews 10:37; 1 John 2:18; Jude 18
C. Third Argument – The Rapture is a non-Biblical teaching emphasizing escapism.
Answer: The Bible maintains a principle of the righteous escaping wrath and judgment.
D. Fourth Argument – The church must experience judgment to be purged from sin.
Answer: Judgment is for the sinner and the disobedient; not for the righteous believer.
E. Fifth Argument – The Rapture happens at the end of the tribulation.
Answer: This view is impossible.
1. The judgment of the saints takes place in heaven in Revelation 11
“And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.
“And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament:
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.”
- Revelation11:18-19
a. Called the Bema by Paul (ENG) - the Judgment Seat of Christ (Romans 14:10)
b. We must all appear to give an account and to be rewarded (2 Corinthians 5:10)
F. Sixth Argument – There is only one appearing of Christ, not two distinct appearings.
Answer: Notice these two passages from the New Testament.
1. Two separate appearings:
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together
unto him.”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:1
a. First coming (Greek) parousia, meaning “to return, to bring near”
b. Second gathering together (Greek) episunagoge (Hebrews 12:22-23)
Note: There is a coming of the Lord but also a gathering together unto Him!
“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom.”
- 2 Timothy 4:1
a. First appearing (Greek) epiphania meaning a manifestation to believers
b. Second - Kingdom (Greek) basalia, a realm of a royal kingdom (1,000 years)
Note: God judges the saints in heaven and later the people on earth (His coming and kingdom)
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LESSON THREE: THE RAPTURE REVELATION

THE RAPTURE:
ISRAEL’S FEASTS AND HARVESTS CYCLES
“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, concerning the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall
proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.”
- Leviticus 23:2

I. THE SEVEN FEASTS OF ISRAEL ARE “APPOINTED TIMES”
The Hebrew word feast is mo’ed and means “an appointed or fixed time or season, an assembly, or a set time.” The
feasts were at set times of the year but certain prophetic events also occur on these set times! The seven feasts are:
English - Hebrew Name
1. Passover- Pesach
2. Unleavened Bread - Hag HaMatzah
3. First fruits - Bikkurim
4. Pentecost - Shavuot
5. Feast of Trumpets - Yom Teruah
6. Atonement - Yom Kippur
7. Tabernacles - Succoth

Scripture

Time of Observance

Leviticus 23:5
Leviticus 23:6
Leviticus 23:10
Leviticus 23:16
Leviticus 23:24
Leviticus 23:27
Leviticus 23:34

1st month the 14th day
1st month the 15th day
1st Sabbath after Passover
50 days after First fruits
7th month the 1st day
7th month the 10th day
7th month the 15th day

A. The Feasts have several applications: practical, prophetic, and pictorial
1. The practical application
a. The feasts were centered around the barley, wheat and fruit harvests
b. These seasons fell on the spring, early summer and fall seasons
c. The feasts were centered around the rain seasons of Israel
d. There was the early and the latter rain (Deuteronomy 11:14)
2. The prophetic application
“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of
the Sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come...”
- Colossians 2:16-17
a. The three spring feasts pointed to the first coming of Christ as the Lamb
b. The three fall feasts point to the second coming of Christ as the Lion
3. The pictorial application
a. The feasts reveal the pattern of His death and the timing of certain events
b. The new moon ceremonies give us a clue as to the return of Christ
c. The Sabbaths reveal the rest that we receive in Christ now and in the future
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4. A picture of things to come
Feast

Fulfilled Through

Passover
Unleavened Bread
First fruits
Pentecost
Trumpets
Atonement
Tabernacles

Christ’s death
Christ’s burial
Christ’s resurrection
Birth of the church
Christ’s return for the church
Christ’s judgment on the nations
Christ setting up His Kingdom

The first three feasts reveal Christ’s first coming as the Lamb of God (suffering) and the last three deal with
Christ when He becomes the Lion of Judah, ruling and reigning (Revelation 5:5).
B. Three feasts yet to be fulfilled
1. The unfulfilled feasts are:
a. Rosh Hashanah - also called the Feast of Trumpets
b. Yom Kippur - also called the Day of Atonement
c. Succoth - also called the Feast of the Ingathering, or Tabernacles
Note: The 7th day - called Hoshana Raba
2. The emphasis of these three feasts:
The Feast

The Meaning of the Feast

Rosh Hashanah
Yom Kippur
Succoth

The world is judged for a coming year
God seals the fate of people
The time of the final harvest

3. Prophetic Events not yet Fulfilled:
The Rapture
The Tribulation
The Millennial Reign

Possible Feasts Fulfillment:
Rosh Hashanah
Yom Kippur
Feast of Tabernacles

C. There were three feasts in which all males were to appear before the Lord
“Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD.”
- Exodus 23:17
1. All males were to appear during:
a. Passover (Exodus 34:18)
b. Pentecost (Exodus 34:22)
c. Tabernacles (Exodus 34:22)
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2. These three represent spiritual blessings
a. Passover - your redemption from sin
b. Pentecost - your baptism in the Holy Spirit
c. Tabernacles - Your resurrection from the dead
3. The last day of the feasts:
Jesus taught that He would raise men up on the last day.
a. The Feast of Tabernacles has a huge last day celebration
b. Hoshana Raba occurs on the last day of Tabernacles
c. Hoshana is Lord save us now (Psalms 118)
d. Jesus prophesied on the “last day the great day of the feast” (John 7:37)
D. There are several possibilities of Christ’s return on feasts days
1. Some identify Pentecost because of the patterns and birth of the Church
2. Some identify Trumpets because of patterns and the titles given this feast
Note: Pentecost is the church age bringing in the final harvest.

II. LET’S LOOK AT THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS
This is the best possibility for the Rapture for several reasons. We will discuss these reasons in detail. Notice
the order of events:
The Three Fall Feasts

The Future Prophetic Events

Trumpets
Atonement
Tabernacles

Rapture and Resurrection
The Tribulation
The Future Kingdom in Jerusalem

Note: We are living at Pentecost (the church age). It concludes at Trumpets!
______________________________________________
The feasts have been prophetically fulfilled in order.
The next in line is the Feast of Trumpets!
_______________________________________________
“Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have
a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. Ye shall do no servile work therein: but
ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord.”
- Leviticus 23:24-25
A. This is the best choice for the Rapture for four reasons:
1. The patterns found in the Feast of Trumpets
2. The Hebrew names given to the Feast of Trumpets
3. The symbolism found in the Feast of Trumpets
4. The order of the three fall feasts
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B. The patterns found in the Feast of Trumpets
What about no man knowing the day or the hour of Christ’s return?
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”
- Matthew 24:36
“Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.”
- Psalms 81:3
1. Rosh Hashanah (Feast of Trumpets) and the new moon
a. The phrase time appointed is when the moon is full
b. The Hebrew is b’chash and alludes to the moon being concealed
c. According to the Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah 34b.
d. The Feast of Trumpets was centered around the new moon.
e. There was a two day window for the rabbinical court to confirm the time.
f. No one knew the exact day or the exact hour until two witnesses confirmed it.
g. Not knowing the day nor the hour could be an allusion to Rosh Hashanah.
2. The verse read on Rosh Hashanah in the synagogue
“God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.”
- Psalms 47:5
3. The Days of Awe (10 days)
a. The day of Rosh Hashanah (7th month, 1st day)
Trumpets are blown for a new beginning (new year). Rosh Hashanah is said to be the day of the creation of
Adam and the time when a person needs to know their spiritual fate.
b. The days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (7th month, 10th day)
There is a window of about ten days in which the “gate of heaven” is open and a person can repent before
God and have their name inscribed. When this time has concluded, on Yom Kippur, their fate is sealed by
God. If the Rapture is on Rosh Hashanah, then the tribulation is for seven years in which a person will
accept the mark or be martyred.
4. There are three main themes on Rosh Hashanah
a. The first theme: the resurrection of the righteous - occurs in NT at Rapture
b. The second theme: the kingship of the Lord - crowned King in Revelation 19
c. The third theme: the marriage theme - Marriage Supper in Revelation 19
5. The Hebrew names given to the Feast of Trumpets
•
•
•
•

Seasons of Teshuvah
Rosh Hashanah
Yom Teruah
Yom HaDin

(Repentance)
(Head of the Year)
(Day of the Awakening Blast)
(Day of Judgment)
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•
•
•
•
•

HaMelech
Yom HaZikaron
Opening of the Gates
Kiddushin/Nisu’im
The Tekia HaGedolah

(Coronation of the Messiah)
(Day of Remembrance)
(Day when Heaven’s Gates are Opened)
(The Wedding Ceremony)
(The Last Trump)

Note: On Rosh Hashanah the gate of heaven is open for the neu’in or the home taking!
This is the only feast of the seven where all of the names and themes point to the return of Christ, the
wedding, the kingship, and the opening of the gates of heaven! This is a full picture of the catching away and
gathering together of the saints (John 14:1-3).
C. The Symbolism Found in the Feast of Trumpets
This feast is known for the large number of trumpet blasts blown on this day. Over 100 trumpets are blown
on Rosh Hashanah!
1. There are three primary trumpets during certain Feasts:
a. The First trumpet (associated with Pentecost)
b. The Last trumpet (associated with the Feast of Trumpets)
c. The Great Trumpet (associated with the Day of Atonement)
2. The prophetic parallel to these three trumpets:
a. At Pentecost there was a “sound from heaven” – the first trump (Acts 2:2)
b. The last trump will sound at the Rapture (1 Corinthians 15:52)
c. The great trumpet sounds at the second coming (Isaiah 27:13; Matthew 24:31)
3. There are over 100 blast of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah
a. The first is called the Tekia (to awaken)
b. The second is called the Shevarim (to be broken)
c. The third is called the Teruah (to sound an alarm)
d. The forth is called the Tekia HaGedolah (the last or great trumpet)

III. THE TRUMPET MYSTERY
The trumpet is connected to the Rapture and the resurrection of the dead in Christ. Therefore we must
carefully look at the themes in scripture where the trumpet is mentioned.
A. At the Rapture the trumpet of God will sound (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.”
- 1 Corinthians 15:51-52
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B. Pre-wrath teachers say the last trump is the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11.
This would place the Rapture at the mid-tribulation point in Revelation 11.
“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”
- Revelation 11:15
C. The last trump and the trumpet of the seventh angel are not the same.
1. Paul’s trump is the trump of God not the trumpet of an angel.
2. Paul’s revelation was written about thirty-five years before Revelation 11:15.
3. The Jews were already familiar with the meaning of the last trump.
D. The last trump is an allusion to the last trump blown on Rosh Hashanah
1. The first is called the Tekia
2. The second is called the Shevarim
3. The third is called the Teruah
4. The fourth is the Tekia HaGedolah
E. The last trump and the great trump
1. The last trump blows at the Rapture and the resurrection of the dead in Christ
2. The great trump is blown when He gathers His elect after the tribulation
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.”
- Matthew 24:29-31
Note: The last trump (Tekia HaGedolah) is the longest and loudest blast on the Feast of Trumpets (compare
with Exodus 19:19).
Note: Between the last trumpet and the Day of Atonement is seven to eight days. This time frame is when
the gate of heaven is opened to receive repentance and prayers.
F. There are three classes of people:
1. The totally righteous - those who keep the word of God (Revelation 12:17)
a. During the tribulation there are those who are sealed and protected
b. The 144,000 are sealed with God’s seal of protection (Revelation 7:1-3)
c. They have kept the commandments of the Lord (Revelation 12:17)
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2. The totally unrighteous (those who take the mark) Revelation 16:2
a. There is a “doomed” group who worships the beast (Revelation 19:20-21)
b. These will not repent despite the judgments (Revelation 9:20; 16:9-11)
3. The neither righteous nor unrighteous (those who will make a decision) Revelation 7:14
a. Some will chose the mark or choose martyrdom (Revelation 20:4)
b. The choice between life and death is a Yom Kippur theme
4. These days are called the Days of Awe when the door of heaven is opened.
a. Between the Feast of Trumpets and Yom Kippur the decision is made.
b. After the great trumpet blast the gates are closed.
c. The 7th trumpet (Revelation 11:15) is the great trumpet and the judgment
is set (Revelation 11:18).
G. Rosh Hashanah is also known as the day of our concealment. This theme is found in Isaiah.
“As a woman with child is in pain and cries out in her pangs, when she draws near the time of her delivery,
so have we been in Your sight, O LORD…Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise.
Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the
dead.
“Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were,
for a little moment, until the indignation is past. For behold, the LORD comes out of His place to punish
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; The earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover
her slain.
- Isaiah 26:17-21 (NKJV)
1. First clue - a woman in pain (travail precedes the coming of Christ)
a. Christ’s coming is preceded by sorrows (Matthew 24:8)
b. This is called the travail of the Messiah
c. This travail is also seen in 1 Thessalonians 2:9
2. Second clue - rising from the dust (the resurrection of the dead in Christ)
a. The word dew is a Hebraic idiom for the resurrection
b. The dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
3. Third clue - enter into your room (the room is the secret chamber of the marriage chupah)
a. Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions (rooms)...” (John 14:2)
b. The saints will be in heaven during the indignation
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4. Fourth clue – The Lord is coming out to punish (once the righteous are “hidden” the Lord can punish the
earth)
a. The earth is punished for its sins (Isaiah 13:9; Isaiah 13:11)
b. The earth is punished for shedding innocent blood (Proverbs 6:17)
c. The martyred saints cry out for judgment (Revelation 6:9-11)
5. We are concealed behind closed doors. The door being closed is found in several references.
a. The door of the ark was shut just before the flood (Genesis 7:16)
b. The door remained closed during the Passover (Exodus 12:22)
c. Rahab remained behind a closed door (Joshua 2:19)
b. The door was shut on the five foolish virgins (Matthew 25:10)
In Revelation 4:1 the door was open and John was caught up. The door is then closed as God comes out to
judge the world!
______________________________________________________
From Trumpets to Yom Kipper speaks of the tribulation period
______________________________________________________

IV. FEAST OF TABERNACLES
Following the tribulation, the Lord returns from heaven with the saints and the armies of heaven to
take control of the world government and set up His 1,000 year reign on earth! This is a picture of the Feast of
Tabernacles.
A. The Feast of Tabernacles can allude to the fullness of the Kingdom of God
“Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths, that your generations
may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.”
- Leviticus 23:42-43
B. Four main points
1. This feast is a picture of Israel living in the wilderness for 40 years
2. This feast is also called the ingathering
3. This feast is the time of the final harvest
4. It is a picture of the final harvest and the kingdom

V. THE HARVEST
A. The harvest cycles
The harvest cycles of Israel will tie together the reason men went up three times a year; how the trumpets
were used; and the terminology used by Christ in the New Testament!
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“And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of
ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. Three
times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD.”
- Exodus 23:16-17
“And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt
thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather
every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God.”
- Leviticus 19:10
“Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit
thereof; But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt
neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.”
- Leviticus 25:3-4
“And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall
gather themselves unto thee.”
- Numbers 10:4
B. The seven feasts
1. The three main harvests of these three feasts:
a. Passover - emphasis was barley
b. Pentecost - emphasis was wheat
c. Tabernacles – emphasis was fruit (grapes)
2. Harvesting the crops
a. Barley is winnowed
b. Wheat is threshed
c. Grapes are crushed
3. Barley is winnowed:
a. Done by throwing entire stalk into the wind.
b. Done by using a threshing floor of stone.
c. The wind alludes to the Holy Spirit (mighty rushing wind).
Note: Rapture: we will be caught up (by the Holy Spirit) in the AIR!
Note: Elijah went up in a whirlwind and a cloud took Jesus up!
4. Wheat is threshed:
Roman threshing roller is called a tribulim – the word tribulation! It means
to press or squeeze. Pressure that causes separation!
a. Done by crushing the wheat to separate the chaff (shell) from the wheat
b. Done by an ox with a board (flat with metal)
c. Wheat has a strong shell that must be removed.
d. Wheat represents those who come out of tribulation.
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_________________________________________________
Some will be threshed in the tribulation and separated!
_________________________________________________
5. Grapes are crushed:
a. Grapes do not have a shell but have a flesh or skin covering them.
b. Grape skin must be removed for the juice to come forth (crushing).
c. The tribulation is the “grapes of wrath” and “winepress of God.”
“And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great
winepress of the wrath of God.”
- Revelation 14:19
6. Crushed grapes represent blood
a. Christ said the wine was His blood at the Communion table
b. Babylon: The cup with the wine of the blood of the righteous
c. Grapes: The grapes of wrath – giving blood for blood
7. What these crops represent
a. Barley is soft and represents the church and the overcomer (Revelation 3 and 4)
b. The wheat is hard and must be separated – the 144,000 (Revelation 14:1)
c. The grapes are crushed representing the winepress of God (Revelation 14:19)
Note: Barley harvest begins near Passover, the season of redemption.
Note: Wheat harvest comes around Pentecost, representing the Jews and the Law.
Note: The seven types of fruits are ingathered for the final harvest at Tabernacles.
8. How to harvest a field:
a. The first fruits are offered to God at the Temple
b. The main field is harvested
c. The four corners are gleaned
C. How this fits into the prophetic events
1. The first harvest is before the tribulation begins (the overcomers)
2. The second harvest is in the middle of the tribulation (washing robes)
3. The final harvest at the end of the tribulation (the Jewish remnant).
4. The first harvest falls with the no leaven group (the overcomers)
5. The second harvest falls with the leavened group (Jews and 144,000)
6. The third harvest is the grapes of wrath group (die for the Gospel)
D. The three harvests in Revelation
1. The first fruits of barley (the church)
2. The second first fruits of wheat (the 144,000)
3. The gleanings and ingathering at the end (the elect)
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E. The first fruits of the saints (dead and the living)
1. First fruits: reaped or can be pulled up by the roots
a. Reaped (the living) and pulled out of ground (dead being living).
b. This is the BARLEY harvest.
2. The first fruits of the Jews (144,000) to God in heaven.
a. The 144,000 from the 12 tribes of Israel – 12,000 from each tribe (Revelation 7:5-8)
b. The 144,000 are sealed with the seal of God and caught up in the tribulation
c. The 144,000 are seen in heaven as the “first fruits unto God” (Revelation 14:4)
d. Part of the wheat harvest (two loaves – Jews and Gentiles) count the omer!
Key: Present a sheaf during the 49 days – people appearing during the tribulation.
Key: From Barley to Pentecost (50 days). In the middle, the 33rd day is marked as a special time!
The 144,000 are first fruits in the middle of the tribulation!
“And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in
thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”
- Revelation 14:15
3. The end of the age – call the elect from four corners.
“And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
- Matthew 24:31
a. The separation of wheat from tares (those with the mark from those without it)
b. The Jews come from the four corners with a trumpet blast.

VI. THE LAW OF GLEANING
After the main harvest, there is the law of gleaning. The four corners of the field still have grain that
remains. After the Rapture and 144,000 there is still a small remnant on earth in the four corners of the earth! God
won’t lose this grain!
A. Gleaning of barley, wheat, and grapes
1. Gleaning at barley harvest: the corners remained (Deuteronomy 24:19)
a. Those that missed the Rapture because of spotted garments.
2. Gleaning at wheat harvest: the corners remained (Deuteronomy 24:19)
a. Those Jewish people not among the 144,000 living in Israel
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3. Gleaning at grape harvest: a portion remained (Deuteronomy 24:21)
a. The remnant who live through the judgment of the tribulation

VII. FEAST OF TABERNACLES IS THE FINAL INGATHERING
Live in booths for seven days. Then return into your home. A picture of the church’s seven years in heaven
with our bridegroom and our return to earth to live with Him!
A. The picture is the transfiguration (Matthew 17)
1. Three present (Jesus, Moses and Elijah) with the glory of God.
2. Three sleeping were awakened (Peter, James and John).
3. Let us build three tabernacles (booths), one for each one.
4. This appeared to have happened on the Feasts of Tabernacles
B. Tabernacles is a picture of the final resurrection (Daniel 12).
1. There is a resurrection of the dead in Christ at the Rapture
2. There is a resurrection of two witnesses in the middle of the tribulation
3. There is a resurrection at the end of the tribulation
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince that stands for the children of thy people: and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at
that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book. And many of
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.”
-Daniel 12:1-2
“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”
- Revelation 20:4
C. The grape harvest and the ingathering
1. First harvest is in August - a harvest of those who missed the Rapture
2. Second harvest is in September - a harvest of those among the Jews
3. Third harvest is in October - a harvest of the elect who survive the tribulation
D. The Feast of Tabernacles from the future prophetic setting
1. The seven types of fruit could allude to the seven major continents.
2. The seven days of celebration could allude to our time in heaven (seven years).
3. The Jews and Gentiles together (both will be in heaven in Revelation)
4. We will live for seven years outside our earthly home, and then return
5. This feast of ingathering could allude to the great ingathering from all nations.
Key: Seven years later (after the tribulation) the Lord will return to set up His Kingdom!
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VIII. THE ORDER OF CHRIST RETURNING TO EARTH
A. There are eight orders of events that will begin in Revelation 19
1. Christ will return alone to fight a battle to save the Jewish remnant.
“I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in
mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will
stain all my raiment.”
-Isaiah 63:3
Other references: Isaiah 61:1; Zechariah 12:7; Revelation19:15
2. Christ will return to heaven to bring back the armies of heaven.
“And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.”
- Revelation 19:14
Other references: Jude 14
3. Christ will defeat the world’s armies in Megiddo.
“And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them
with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”
- Revelation 19:15
Other references: Zechariah 14:2, Hosea 1:5
4. Christ shall step on the Mount of Olives.
“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and
the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be
a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”
- Zechariah 14:4
Other references: Zechariah 12:10-11, Zechariah 13:1
5. Christ shall send the angels to gather the elect.
“And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
- Matthew 24:31
a. Isaiah 27:13, a great trumpet (shofar) will be blown
b. This is the same great trumpet mentioned in Matthew 24:31
c. The great trumpet is sounded on Rosh Hashanah
Other references: Mark 13:27
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6. Christ shall send the angels to separate the wheat from the tares.
“Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.”
- Matthew 13:30
Other references: Matthew 25:32
7. Christ shall send an angel to bind Satan off the earth.
“And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand
years.”
- Revelation 20:2
8. Christ shall begin to judge the nations in Jerusalem.
“I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with
them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and
parted my land.”
- Joel 3:2
Other references: Joel 3:12, Obediah 1:21, Micah 4:3, 1 Corinthians 6:2
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”
- Revelation 20:6
Other references: Revelation 20:2, 4 and 6
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THE RAPTURE
AND THE
MYSTERIOUS
BOOK OF REMEMBRACE

LESSON FOUR: THE RAPTURE REVELATION

THE RAPTURE:
THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Introduction: There is a powerful revelation in the book of Malachi concerning a book of remembrance.
________________________________________
Could this mysterious book of remembrance
be the key to being spared from the tribulation?
________________________________________
Book of Remembrance Scriptures
“Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his
name. And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.”
- Malachi 3:16-17 (KJV)
“Then those who feared the Lord talked often one to another; and the Lord listened and heard it, and a book
of remembrance was written before Him of those who reverenced and worshipfully feared the Lord and who
thought on His name. And they shall be Mine, says the Lord of hosts, in that day when I publicly recognize
and openly declare them to be My jewels (My special possession, My peculiar treasure). And I will spare
them, as a man spares his own son who serves him.”
- Malachi 3:16-17 AMP
“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name.
And they will be Mine, says the LORD of hosts, on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will
spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.”
- Malachi 3:16-17 NAS
“Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A scroll of
remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored his name.
They will be mine, says the LORD Almighty, in the day when I make up my treasured possession. I will
spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him.”
- Malachi 3:16-17 NIV

I. SEARCHING PROPHETIC LAYERS
A. The prophecies
1. There are prophetic layers in scripture:
a. Primary meaning (literal)
b. Secondary meaning (application)
c. Prophetic layer (hidden)
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What is this book that is mentioned one time in the Bible? Let’s search a prophetic layer.
B. Scripture mentions six books in heaven:
1. The book of the living
2. The book of life
3. The book of tears
4. The book of works
5. The book of remembrance
6. The book of seven seals
C. The book of the living
“Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.”
- Psalms 69:28
“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which
in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.”
- Psalms 139:16
“Your eyes saw my unformed substance, and in Your book all the days [of my life] were written before ever
they took shape, when as yet there was none of them.”
- Psalms 139:16 (AMP)
Note: This is also called the book of destiny by the Hebrews! They believe this book contains:




your personal destiny
your personal information (shape and form)
the number of days you will live

D. The Lamb’s book of life
“And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with
Clement also, and with other my fellow labourers, whose names are in the book of life.”
- Philippians 4:3
“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”
- Revelation 3:5
1. Book of Life:
a. Mentioned eight times in the New Testament (seven times in Revelation alone)
b. Jesus said, “Rejoice because your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20)
c. This is the city registry of heaven; your name must be there to enter heaven and live
d. Was known in the Old Testament – Moses mentioned being blotted out!
Key: The book of living deals with earth, while the book of life deals with heaven.
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E. The book of tears
“Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?”
- Psalms 56:8
Example: Tears were caught in cotton and placed in a tear bottle
F. The book of works
“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works.”
- Revelation 20:12
G. The book of remembrance
1. Hebrew is zikron, meaning a recorded memento; a memorable day or writing
2. Hebrew root is zakar, meaning to mark, to mention, to be noteworthy
3. Definition: a book that records something to mark a person as noteworthy

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
A. What, whom, and why is God remembering?
1. Example: God remembered Noah
a. Noah was moved with fear and prepared an ark (Hebrews 11:7)
b. Noah went through the flood for 150 days (Genesis 7:24)
“And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and
God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged.”
- Genesis 8:1
2. Example: God remembered others
a. He remembered Rachel and opened up her womb (Genesis 30:22)
b. He heard Israel’s groanings and remembered His people (Exodus 2:24)
c. He remembered Hannah (barren) and gave her a son (1 Samuel 1:19)
3. What does God remember?
a. He remembers His covenant with His people (Exodus 6:5)
b. He remembers His children in time of need (Psalms 98:3)
c. He remembers and delivers in time of adversity (Numbers 10:9)
4. Whom does God remember?
a. He remembers those who fear Him
“Hide me in the pavilion in the secret place of His Tabernacle…” (Psalm 27:5)
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b. He remembers those who testify to one another
“They overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony…” (Revelation 12:11)
c. He remembers those who meditate upon on His name
“Hold fast the profession of your faith nothing wavering…” (Hebrews 10:23)
3. Why is God remembering?
a. To deliver before the day of trouble strikes the earth (more on this later).
(This time of trouble is mentioned several verses later.)
B. Malachi chapter 4
1. The tribulation
“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave
them neither root nor branch.”
- Malachi 4:1
2. Elijah comes
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.”
- Malachi 4:5
a. Elijah was translated up in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2).
b. Elijah is expected in the future, according to Jewish belief.
c. Elijah will reappear in the tribulation as one of the two witnesses (Revelation 11).
d. Witnesses (11:3) is mar-toos, meaning “judicial witness” and also a “martyr.”
3. The dreadful day:
a. Dreadful in Hebrew means frightening, dreadful.
“The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD:
the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.”
- Zephaniah 1:14-15
b. The tribulation is referred to in Malachi chapter 4
“Day cometh that shall burn like an oven, proud and wicked as stubble” (Malachi 4:1)
“Day cometh that shall burn them up and not leave root or branch” (Malachi 4:1)
C. God will make up His jewels (before the tribulation)
1. Jewels is found twenty-five times in the Old Testament Hebrew (means jewelry)
2. Jewels here is, “wealth or peculiar treasure.”
3. Who is the “peculiar treasure?”
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“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine.”
- Exodus 19:5
“For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.”
- Psalms 135:4
Key: The word “treasure” in Hebrew is the same (seg-ool-law) meaning: special jewel
Key: In Old Testament Israel was His jewels – but not everyone walked in the covenant
D. The New Testament Church
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of
us.”
- 2 Corinthians 4:7
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:”
- 1 Peter 2:9
1. There is a natural and spiritual seed of Abraham
2. Israel, the elect, and the church are the jewels of God
E. He will make up His jewels
1. The Hebrew meaning of make up means “bring forth, to take, to journey”
2. How will He make them up? I believe by the “gathering together.”
3. The “gathering together” in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 and Ephesians 1:9-10

III. THE CONTROVERSY AND THE CONFLICT
A. Will every person who claims to be a Christian go in the Rapture?
1. No! Not all who claim to be Christians are true believers, just as all who say they are Jews are not Jews
inwardly:
“For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But
he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God.”
- Romans 2:28-29
2. The true remnant
a. Some are Jews outwardly but not inwardly; no circumcised heart and spirit
b. Some are Christians outwardly but are not changed in their hearts and minds
c. There is a remnant that will be spared from the tribulation
______________________________________________________________
The book of remembrance is for those who will be spared from tribulation!
_______________________________________________________________
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B. The controversy (in Revelation)
1. People question the following in Revelation:
a. Why are some dying martyrs on earth when the tribulation begins?
(Revelation 6:9)
b. Why are some at a judgment in heaven in the middle of the tribulation?
(Revelation 11:18)
c. Why are some being persecuted in the middle and end of the tribulation?
(Revelation 13:10)
2. This causes a split in the teaching. Some believe:
a. Christians will go through the entire tribulation
b. Christians will go through part of the tribulation
c. Some Christians are in heaven and others are in the tribulation
Note: Some have names in the book of life and others do not (Revelation 18:8; 17:8).
Again, the books of heaven are a key!
3. There is a revelation in the parables to explain:
a. Why some are taken at the coming and others are not
b. Why there are warnings to believers about staying alert
c. The keys to knowing whether a person will be ready at Christ’s coming
C. The common North American beliefs
1. Who is left after the Rapture?
a. None: Everyone who says they are a Christian will be taken
b. Some: Everyone who is saved and looking for Christ will be taken
c. Many: Only those who are overcomers and are looking will be taken
2. The Rapture is not a blessing for salvation. It is a reward for faithfulness. Heaven is the reward for salvation.
The Rapture is a one-time special event! The faithful are raised and caught up. Others will endure tribulation
and be raised at the end of the tribulation.
“Continue in word - you are indeed my disciples…”

- John 8:31

“If what you hear remains in you – shall continue in father and son...”
- 1 John 2:24
“Who is that faithful…servant the Lord finds him doing as his coming?”
- Matthew 24:45
“Well done good and faithful servant – faithful over a few things…”
- Matthew 25:21
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“Required in stewards that a man be found faithful…”

- 1 Corinthians. 4:2

“With Him (at return) are the called, chosen and the faithful…”
- Revelation 17:14
3. The Conflict: In the parables, some are ready and some are not. Some go and some don’t. Yet, the ten virgins
are all virgins, the unprofitable servant is called a servant, and those in the wedding are all supposed to be
there, but a man is thrown out!
D. The Four Parables: Some are ready; others are not!
1. The ten virgins (Matthew 25)
a. ten virgins went out to meet the Bridegroom; ten lamps with oil.
b. ten virgins – He delayed and they all slept – at midnight the call – all arose.
c. ten virgins – five wise and five foolish; five had no additional oil – he returned
“And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’
“But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”
- Matthew 25:10-13
Question: Why did five go to the wedding and five did not?
2. The nobleman and his servants (Luke 19)
a. A Nobleman went away to receive a kingdom – left all with servants
b. Gave ten pounds (English money) to them; occupy (do business) till I come
c. Received the kingdom then returned – account of the money he left them.
i. First servant: 1 pound had gained 10
ii. Second servant: 1 pound had gained 5
iii. Third servant: 1 pound in a napkin (hid it in ground)
“Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine
own with usury? And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that
hath ten pounds.”
- Luke 19:23-24
3. The faithful and unfaithful steward (Luke 12:42-48)
“But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the
menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; The lord of that servant will come in a
day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will
appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.
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“And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his
will, shall be beaten with many stripes.
“But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more.”
- Luke 12:45-48
Note: The beating with stripes will be in the tribulation and not in heaven.
Note: The more you knew and disobeyed the more punishment.
4. The King’s son’s wedding
a. King’s son’s wedding – 1st invitations given – people would not attend.
b. 2nd invitations – they made light of it and some were too busy to attend
c. The king destroyed the city (Jerusalem) – go into highways to compel them.
d. The wedding furnished with guests (the Gentiles were invited in)
“And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:
And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was
speechless.
“Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 22:11-13
E. Notice the outer darkness statement:
“And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 8:11-12
1. Comparing to a nuptial festival that occurred at night (the guest inside with light)
2. Those outside were in darkness (gate of the house was narrow and guarded)
3. Outer darkness references:
a. Cast into outer darkness - Matthew 8:12 - The future Kingdom
b. Cast into outer darkness - Matthew 22:13 - The king’s son’s wedding
c. Cast into outer darkness - Matthew 25:30 - The unprofitable servant
4. What is outer darkness? (hell)
This is an image of future punishment. It is not improbable that the image was taken from Roman dungeons
or prisons that were commonly constructed under ground. They were shut out from the light of the sun.
They were damp, dark, unhealthy, and probably filthy. Masters were in the habit of constructing such prisons
for their slaves, where the unhappy prisoner, without light, or company, or comfort, spent his days and
nights weeping from grief and vainly gnashing his teeth from indignation. The image expresses the fact that
the wicked who are lost will be shut out from the light of heaven and from peace, joy, and hope; and will
weep in hopeless grief and gnash their teeth in indignation against God.
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F. Summary of the four parables
1. Ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom - five entered and five did not
2. Three servants with money – Two wise were blessed and one was judged
3. Wedding invitations - man without a garment expelled
4. Disobedient servant of the master - beaten with many stripes
G. What kept them from their blessing?
1. The ten virgins – sleeping before his return and not having extra oil
2. Three servants - not giving finances to advance the kingdom.
3. Wedding - not having a proper garment (garment of righteousness)
4. Disobedient – didn’t believe the Lord was coming – thought He would delay His return
H. What should they have done?
1. Sleeping: “Watch as well as pray to be accounted worthy to escape” (Luke 21:36)
2. Finances: “Put my money to the exchangers...” (Matthew 25:27)
3. Wedding: “Not defiled garments… shall walk with me in white” (Revelation 3:4)
4. Delay coming: “Watch and pray, you know not the hour…” (Matthew 24:42)
Question: What happens to those who mock the return of the Lord, teach that we will be here hundreds of
more years, or are in plain unbelief about the coming of Christ? These are the scoffers the Bible warned
about. What will happen to them when Christ returns for the church?
Consider: There is much unbelief now concerning the coming of Christ in an event called the Rapture.
Some say it is a lie, some call it heresy, others say it will never happen. Some even say that all was fulfilled in
the past! If you see it but reject it, then it becomes unbelief!

IV. THE SIN OF UNBELIEF
A. If a person is in unbelief, they cannot inherit any blessings from the Lord!
1.
2.
3.
4.

If a person says, “I don’t believe in salvation,” can they be saved?
If a person says, “All of that healing stuff is fake,” can they be healed?
If a person says, “Giving is a trick and I’m not giving,” can they be blessed?
Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6).
Example: At Nazareth, Jesus could do no mighty miracles because of unbelief (Matthew 13:58)
Example: Jesus rebuked His generation for their unbelief (Matthew 17:17)
Example: Disciples could not cast out a spirit because of unbelief (Matthew 17:20)
What if a person says “I don’t believe in the coming of Lord or the Rapture”?
Jesus told a story about a person who believed the Lord delayed His coming!
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of
the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have
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suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh.
“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them
meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say
unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.
“But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his
fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him
his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 24:42-51
a. The Goodman: Greek is oy-cod- es-POT-ace meaning “has people in his house missing”
b. Broken up: Greek is dee-or-oss’-so meaning “to penetrate and break through”
c. A servant who says the Lord is “delaying” (lingering, putting off) is careless.
d. The servant is left and is appointed a portion with the hypocrites.
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law.”
- Proverbs 29:18
“And will punish him [cut him up by scourging] and put him with the pretenders (hypocrites); there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.
- Matthew 24:51 (AMP)
“And shall cut him asunder, and appoint his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be the weeping and the
gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 24:51 (ASV)
B. The terrible results of unbelief
“While it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some,
when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.
“But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the
wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?
- Hebrews 3:15-18
1. Rest
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath
ceased from his own works, as God did from his. Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man
fall after the same example of unbelief.”
- Hebrews 4:9-11
a. Rest (KJV) is mentioned in 11 verses in Hebrews chapters 3 and 4.
b. Rest (Greek) in 10 verses is the same word “to lie down; to repose.”
c. Rest (Greek) in Hebrews 4:9 is “sab –bat -is-mos” or “a type of heavenly (eternal) rest.”
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2. An unbeliever cannot enter in—and that includes unbelief towards His coming!
a. The unbelievers from Egypt could not enter into the Promised Land
b. Warned to fall short of entering in – falling into unbelief.
c. There is scripture about unbelief towards His return:
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying,
where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation.”
- 2 Peter 3:3-4
d. The warning was not of His coming, but of the promise of His coming:
“But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his
fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his
portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 24:48-51
3. The unbeliever (in the promise) will not be taken in the Rapture!
“Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at
the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of
the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have
suffered his house to be broken up.”
- Matthew 24:40-43
_____________________________________________________
The Rapture is a blessing for the OVERCOMERS!
This is why one group is taken and the other remains!
_____________________________________________________
C. The two different groups
Those Raptured

Those who remain

Overcomers
Victorious
Profitable
Ready
Watching
Praying
Spotless
Believing

Non-overcomers
Defeated
Unprofitable
Not Ready
Not Watching
Prayer-less
Soiled garments
Unbelieving

1. There are special blessings for those who love His appearing:
“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”
- 2 Timothy 4:8
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“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our savior Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works.”
- Titus 2:13-14
“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation.”
- Hebrews 9:28-29
2. This explains why:
a. Some are overcomers (the church) - the firstfruits of the harvest
b. Some remain and die martyrs in the tribulation (Revelation 6)
c. Some make their robes white and come through great tribulation
“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
- Revelation 7:14
________________________________________________________________________
The catching away and gathering together is a blessed HOPE.
It is a reward for faithfulness and for striving for the goal and running the race to the end!
_________________________________________________________________________

V. FURTHER DETAILS ON THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Those whose names are in the book of remembrance will be spared as a father spares his son when the day
of trouble comes!
A. The example of this occurring for Israel
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”
- Daniel 12:1-3
1. The setting
a. The antichrist will take over Jerusalem (Daniel 11:45)
b. Then a time of trouble as was not (Daniel 12:1)
c. Michael the archangel will stand up at that time (Daniel 12:1)
Note: Delivered (Hebrew) means “to escape, leap out or let go.”
Remember that the 144,000 are sealed!
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2. The fulfillment in Revelation
a. The invasion of Jerusalem by the Antichrist (Revelation 13)
b. Michael the archangel and the war in heaven prior to invasion (Revelation 12)
“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and
his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was
cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”
- Revelation 12:7-9
c. The final forty-two months of the tribulation will begin (Revelation 12)
A group will be delivered: everyone found written in the book! This could allude to the 144,000 Jews who
will be marked and caught up in middle of the tribulation.
3. The Correlation
a. The book of Daniel was written before the birth of the church
b. “Thy people” is a term for the Jewish people
c. The Jews delivered (those written in the book)
B. The Book of Life
“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”
- Revelation 3:5
“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”
- Revelation 13:8
“They that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the
foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.”
- Revelation 17:8
“And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”
- Revelation 22:19 (KJV)
Key: How do you take away the words of the book? Through unbelief! Scripture says that his part is taken
out of the book of life!
1. A New Testament example
a. Cornelius feared God (Acts 10)
b. Cornelius prayed always (Acts 10)
c. Cornelius gave alms (Acts 10)
“And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers
and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.”
- Acts 10:4
79

C. How to get in the book of remembrance
1. Must fear God
2. Must pray to God
3. Must be linked to obedience in giving
4. Total obedience to Christ’s will!
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
- Matthew 7:21
D. There is a blessing for overcomers
“O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past,
that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.”
- Job 14:13-14
E. The Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)
1. The seven feasts of Israel: three in spring, one in early summer, and three in the fall
2. Jesus fulfilled the first three – the church Pentecost – and the future fall three coming
3. The Rapture (Rosh Hashanah), the tribulation (Atonement), Kingdom (Tabernacles)
F. Rosh Hashanah (Trumpets) is called Yom HaZikaron or the Day of Remembrance
1. It is called a memorial (a remembrance) for blowing trumpets (Leviticus 23:24)
2. There are over 100 trumpets blown on that day
3. Four types of sounds – the last trump is the longest and loudest
4. It is the Jewish New Year and the day Adam was created (tradition)
Note: Memorial in Hebrew is zikron and remembrance (Malachi) is zikron!
G. Blowing of trumpets was a special memorial before the Lord
“Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall
blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they
may be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God.”
- Numbers 10:10
1. The Rapture has a trumpet
2. God gathers His jewels to spare them from the trouble!
3. The Rapture is the special event for overcomers and for the faithful!
VI. THE OVERCOMERS
A. There must be a special blessing for those who overcome!
1. Those who discipline their body, soul, and spirit
2. Those who remain faithful to the Word
3. Those who witnessed, gave finances, and went to church
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B. Seven blessings to the overcomer
The Promise to the Overcomer

Scripture Reference

1. Given access to the tree of life
2. Shall not be hurt by the second death
3. Given a new name, a white stone, & hidden manna
4. Given power over the nations
5. Not blotted out of the book of life; confess before God
6. Sit on Christ’s throne as He sat on His Father’s throne
7. Shall inherit all things

Revelation 2:7
Revelation 2:11
Revelation 2:17
Revelation 2:26
Revelation 3:5
Revelation 3:21
Revelation 3:21

C. How do we overcome? We are told to strive and hold fast.
“Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”
- Luke 13:24
“And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.
- 2 Timothy 2:5
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
- Hebrews 10:23
“Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee”
- Revelation 3:3
D. The warnings to the churches if they don’t overcome:
1. Pergamos - “Repent or I’ll come and fight with the sword of my mouth.
- Revelation 2:16
2. Thyatira - “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation
except they repent of their deeds.”
- Revelation 2:22
3. Sardis - “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon
thee.”
- Revelation 3:3
4. Laodecia - “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.”
- Revelation 3:16
5. Ephesus - “I will remove candlestick out of its place…”

- Revelation 2:5

Key: There is a principle of separation: good and bad – right and wrong – light and darkness
E. There is a law of separation (especially at harvest cycles)
1. Harvest is at the end of the world (age) according to Matthew 13:39
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a. There is a separation of the wheat and the tares (Matthew 13)
b. There is a separation of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:32)
c. There is a separation of the good and bad fish (Matthew 13:47-49)
Key: Must separate the faithful from the unfaithful (to the end).
F. What teachers and preacher have done
They have taught that everyone is going to heaven when the Lord returns. Just confess and you’ll be alright!
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
- Matthew 7:21:23
Key: The Greek word for knew means “never had an intimate relationship with them.”
G. In summary, what is the book of remembrance?
1. A book for the overcomer…
2. Who looks for His coming…
3. Who supports the work of God…
4. Who is a giver to the work of God…
5. Who is doing what Jesus said!
H. What are the qualifications for being an overcomer?
1. Same qualifications given to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3
a. Ephesus - not to faint (Revelation 2:3)
b. Smyrna - endure tribulation (Revelation 2:9)
c. Pergamos - do not deny the faith (Revelation 2:13)
d. Thyatira - charity, service and faith (Revelation 2:19)
e. Sardis - be watchful (Revelation 3:2)
f. Philadelphia - keep the Word (Revelation 3:8)
g. Laodicea - not be lukewarm (Revelation 3:15)
2. There will be people with spiritual knowledge entering the tribulation
a. Those without a garment will be cast into outer darkness
b. Those who are foolish will have the door shut on them
c. The unprofitable servant will be cast into outer darkness
d. The goodman of the house will be saddened
e. The evil servant will be beaten with many stripes
I. The difference between outer darkness and hell fire
“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels.”
- Matthew 25:41
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1. Outer darkness - children of the kingdom (Matthew 8:12)
2. Outer darkness - wedding guest without a wedding garment (Matthew 22:13)
3. Outer darkness - servant who hid the Lord’s money (Matthew 25:30)
J. Three groups during the tribulation
1. Some will repent and survive as a remnant
2. Some will repent and die as martyrs
3. Some will not repent and will die lost

VII. GIVING IS LINKED TO THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Part of our obedience is our giving to the work of God.
A. Proof that giving alms is linked to this book:
1. The setting of Malachi
a. Jews had returned from Babylon to their homes in Israel
b. The Temple was being rebuilt (Nehemiah) and offerings were needed
c. Jews were fearful and were withholding offerings; Temple was suffering
d. Even the priests were complaining and saying things they shouldn’t.
e. God was telling them to support His house and He would open the windows of heaven.
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the
field, saith the LORD of hosts.”
- Malachi 3:10-11
Note: God mentions the book of remembrance after this passage! Giving is important!
2. How God views this act
“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to
God for a sweetsmelling savour.”
- Ephesians 5:2
“For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish.”
- 2 Corinthians 2:15
“But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you,
an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God.”
- Philippians 4:18
Example: He compares giving to the same offering of Christ giving His life for us.
Why? Because others cannot be saved without someone preaching and being sent.
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“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except
they be sent?”
- Romans 10:14-15
3. Giving is a sacrifice. This is important because givers have a Covenant!
“Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very
tempestuous round about him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may
judge his people. Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by
sacrifice.”
- Psalms 50:3-5
B. These passages reveal details about the coming of the Lord
1. He shall come
“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout…”

- 1 Thessalonians 4:16

2. In a fire
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
- 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8
3. He calls to the heavens (dead in Christ)
“With a shout the voice of the archangel and the trump of God...”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:16
4. He calls to the earth (the living)
“The dead in Christ shall rise first….”

- 1 Thessalonians 4:16

5. He will judge His people (bema)
“And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that you should give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great; and should destroy them which destroy the earth.”
- Revelation 11:18
6. He will gather His saints together
“…shall be caught up together”
“…he might gather together”
“…Coming of the Lord and our gathering together unto him”
- 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
- Ephesians 1:9-10
Key: He gathers those who made a Covenant by sacrifice! At the coming there are no more animal
sacrifices!
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C. The sacrifice is praise and giving and offering your body to God.
1. The sacrifice of praise
“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name.”
- Hebrews 13:15
2. The sacrifice of giving
“But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you,
an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God.”
- Philippians 4:18
3. The sacrifice of your body
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”
- Romans 12:1
D. In the Old Testament, if you refused to sacrifice:
1. There were five major offerings – sin, trespass, guilt, thanksgiving, and fellowship.
2. Offerings were required during feasts, Sabbaths, new moons, and occasions.
Note:
•
•
•
•

Cain killed Abel at an offering – God marked Cain for life (Genesis 4:5-15)
Offering strange fire – God killed two priests (Leviticus 10:1-2)
Taking offerings from the people – two more killed (1 Samuel 4:1-11)
Entering the Holy Place without being a priest (2 Chronicles 26:18-21)

E. In the New Testament
In Acts 5:1-5, Ananias and Sapphira dropped dead for lying to the Holy Spirit about an offering!
________________________________________________
To be ready in the gathering together
Your name must be in the book of remembrance!
________________________________________________
F. Summary
1. Fear the Lord
2. Witness to your neighbor
3. Give tithe and offerings
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THE RAPTURE:
THE JEWISH WEDDING REVELATION
“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”
- Revelation 19:7-8
I. THE ANCIENT JEWISH WEDDING
There is a wonderful connection between the procedure and customs of the ancient Jewish wedding and the
Rapture of the church. Let us begin with Israel. The Scripture likens God to a bridegroom and Israel to His bride
(Isaiah 54:5; 54:6, 62:5). The Lord says Israel would call Him husband (Hosea 2:16).
The Hellenistic Jews considered the Song of Solomon an allegory that illustrated the love between God and
His bride, Israel (Mishna, Taanit 4:8). According to Jewish sources, Israel is referred to as the bride ten times in
Scripture (because of the Ten Commandments and the ten garments of the priesthood).
A. Stages to the ancient Jewish wedding
1. The first stage is the kiddushin (the betrothal stage)
a. God offers Israel the betrothal contract, called the ketuba (the Torah)
“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure
unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine.”
- Exodus 19:5
b. Israel accepts the engagement to God
“And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which
the LORD commanded him. And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath
spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.”
- Exodus 19:7-8
2. The second stage is the chupah (the consummation stage)
a. Israel is then sanctified and consecrated to God by washing
“And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them
wash their clothes, And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the
sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.”
- Exodus 19:10-11
b. Next is nisu’im or entering the chupah
B. The chupah
1. This was the canopy where the bride and groom met
2. God came down in the cloud and met with Moses
“And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the LORD called Moses up
to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.”
- Exodus 19:20
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3. In the Jewish wedding the bride is escorted to the bridegroom
4. The process is accompanied with torches and lamps
5. Israel saw the flames and the smoke
“And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke
thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.”
- Exodus 19:18
In the Jewish wedding, the groom precedes the bride into the chupah. When she arrives, she walks around
him three times, followed by the mothers. This idea was taken from Jeremiah 31:21.
“…For the Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, a woman shall compass a man.”
A seven-fold blessing is cited to seal the marriage.
C. Israel, the Bride of God
1. God is called Israel’s husband (Isaiah 54:5, Jeremiah 31:32)
2. God said He was married to Israel (Jeremiah 3:14)
3. God gave Israel a bill of divorcement for their iniquities (Isaiah 50:1)
4. God promised to eventually bring them to Him again (Isaiah 62:4-5)
D. Summary of the marriage process
1. Moses wrote a book of the covenant (Exodus 24:4-7)
2. Moses sprinkled the people with blood (Exodus 24:8)
3. Moses and the elders went up before God (Exodus 24:9)
4. Moses and the elders saw God walking on sapphire (Exodus 24:10)
5. Moses and the elders ate with God (Exodus 24:11)
6. God told Moses to “Come up with me in the mount.” (Exodus 24:12)
7. A cloud covered the mount (Exodus 24:15)
8. On the seventh day God spoke out of the mount (Exodus 24:16)
9. Moses went up in the clouds (Exodus 24:18)
The Torah was the ketubah; the clouds were the chupah. Moses went up to meet the Lord in the clouds and
the thunder!

III. ISRAEL IS THE WIFE OF GOD AND THE CHURCH IS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST
“For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present
you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”
- 2 Corinthians 11:2
“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be
married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.”
- Romans 7:4
Note: Husbands should love their wives as Christ loves the church
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A. Christ gave us wedding parables
1. The parable of the wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14)
a. The King’s son was to be married (Matthew 22:2)
b. Those invited to the wedding did not come (Matthew 22:3)
c. The king became angry and destroyed the city (Matthew 22:7)
d. The king told them to go to the highways to get guests (Matthew 22:10)
e. One man came without a wedding garment (Matthew 22:12)
f. The man was removed from the banquet (Matthew 22:13)
g. The garment is “righteousness” (the white robes) of the saints (Revelation 19:8)
h. The Midrash – none in Jerusalem could attend until the invitation was given
“Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 22:13
Question: What is the message in this parable?
2. Another wedding parable of Christ
a. The parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13)
b. There were ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom (Matthew 25:1)
c. Five were wise and five were foolish (Matthew 25:2-3)
d. The bridegroom came: five went with him and five did not (Matthew 25:10)
e. The five left behind had the door shut and were unable to enter (Matthew 25:10)
Question: What is the message in this parable?
The New Covenant, the Rapture, and Marriage Supper of the Lamb are all found in the procedure of the
ancient Jewish wedding!
The first stage of the Jewish wedding is the erusin or kiddushin (the betrothal). The second stage is the
nisu’im (the formal ceremony) and the chupah.
The first stage, betrothal, occurred while Christ was on earth. The second stage, the chupah, will begin at the
Rapture of the church. Marriage was considered a “taking” in the Bible (Deuteronomy 24:1). The Rabbis
considered the chupah the “receiving” of the bride and the consummation of the marriage the “bringing” of
the bride.
B. There is a fourteen-step process to the ancient Jewish wedding
1. The bride was selected
a. One of three parties could make arrangements
b. The father made the arrangements for the son (Judges 14:1-10)
c. The father sent a special agent to represent his son (Genesis 24:1-67)
d. The son makes arrangements on his own (Genesis 29:15-30)
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth
fruit…”
- John 15:16
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Application: As God chose Israel, Christ chose the church

- Deuteronomy 10:15; Romans 8:29

2. The arrangement
a. A meeting was set up between the man and the woman
b. The bride was purchased before the wedding: this was called the mohar
c. A virgin received a double price, whether in money or valuables
d. The groom owned the woman; wife in Hebrew is be’ulah meaning owned one
“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your Spirit, which are God’s.”
- 1 Corinthians 6:20
Application: The mohar (price) was the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19)
3. The betrothal process begins at the table with the ketubah
a. The word betrothal is erusin and occurs up to 12 months before the wedding
b. The marriage contract, the ketubah, gives the obligations and responsibilities
c. The ketubah also states the bride’s price and the promises of the groom
d. During this process the engagement is legally binding
e. The ketubah must be signed before the wedding can begin
f. Copies of these contracts have been discovered in Egypt dating back to 5 BC
Application: The Torah was Israel’s ketubah; the New Testament is the church’s ketubah
4. The consent of the bride
a. The bride (woman) can accept or reject the offer
b. Rebecca gave her consent to go with Eleazar to Isaac (Genesis 24:57-58)
c. The woman must confess that she chooses this man to be her husband
“That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shall be saved.”
- Romans 10:9
5. Drinking from the cup sealed the engagement
a. The couple drank a sip from a cup of wine after the ketubah was signed
b. They shared the same cup as a sign of sharing their life together
c. The cup at the Lord’s Supper was the cup to seal the New Covenant
“Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for
you.”
- Luke 22:20
Application: One cup is shared at the engagement and the other upon arrival at the father’s house the day of
the actual wedding (Matthew 26:29)
6. The bridegroom then gives gifts to the bride
a. Abraham sent Eleazar to Rebecca with ten camels and gifts (Genesis 24:10-35)
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b. The gifts were to remind her of her value and to remember her groom
c. It was later customary to place a ring on the bride’s finger
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”
- Ephesians 1:13-14
Application: The Holy Spirit is a gift and the “engagement ring” of our future with Christ. The Holy Spirit
brings nine gifts for the bride (1 Corinthians 12:7-9).
7. The washing at the mik’vot
a. Brides in ancient Israel washed in a mik’vot prior to the wedding
b. This is alluded to at the wedding of Cana in John 2:6
c. We enter the New Covenant by repenting and being baptized
Application: Peter baptized 3,000 – perhaps in a Temple mik’vot (Acts 2:38)
d. This washing was part of the sanctification process before the consummation period
“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”
- Ephesians 5:25-27
Application:
a. We must have no spots (defilement)
b. We must have no wrinkles (no hidden sins)
c. We must be holy (inwardly pure)
d. We must have no blemish (be outwardly pure)
e. This is part of keeping our garments white (Revelation 3:4)
The information up to this point reveals our relationship with the bridegroom, Jesus Christ, and our spiritual
engagement to him. The remaining information reveals the patterns of the Rapture of the church.
8. After the engagement the bridegroom departed back to his father’s house
a. The bridegroom prepared a chamber at his father’s house
b. Jesus alluded to this:
“In my father’s house are many mansions: if it were not true I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself: that where I
am there you may be also.”
- John 14:2-3
Application: Only the father (God) knows the time of Christ’s return (Matthew 24:36)
9. The consecration of the bride – she must remain pure and faithful
a. The kiddushin set the woman apart. She was consecrated for her bridegroom.
b. The betrothal period was a time of preparation (Deuteronomy 20:7)
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c. She veiled her face, indicating she was unavailable for another
d. Any oil lamps in her room were trimmed and burning (Matthew 25:1-7)
e. Normally the time from betrothal to the wedding was 12 months
Application: We are told to watch and keep our garments white.
“Let thy garments be always white: and let thy head lack no ointment.”
- Ecclesiastes 9:8
10. The return of the bridegroom
a. The bridegroom could not return without his father’s permission (Matthew 24:36)
b. Most bridegrooms would return late at night for their brides (Matthew 25:5-6)
c. The return was often in secret, sudden, and unannounced (Matthew 25:6)
d. The bridegroom’s father knew when the marriage chamber was ready
e. The bridegroom would send his groomsmen in advance to announce his arrival
“And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom cometh: go ye out to meet him.”
- Matthew 25:6
Application: The “bringing” of the bride is the consummation of the wedding.
f. Often a group would follow the bride with ten staves of oil lamps
This began about 1400 BC. The word for lightning in Exodus 20:18 is lappidin and is often rendered
torches. Christ is coming as lightening (Matthew 24:27) and in a flaming fire.
- 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8
g. Song of Solomon is about a lover and the bridegroom. It reflects the Lord’s coming.
“My beloved spoke, and said unto me, Rise up my love, my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is
past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth: the time of the singing of the birds is come,
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land: the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with
the tender grapes give a good smell. Arise my love, my fair one, and come away.”
- Song of Solomon 2:10-13
Application: The Rapture is sudden and when you least expect it
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
- Matthew 24:42
“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”
- Marthew 25:13
“Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.”
- Mark 13:33
“Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that
he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.”
- Luke 12:37
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11. There is a procession back to the groom’s house
The procession begins with the bride being carried on the aperion, accompanied by musicians, singers,
dancers, friends and family, and bridal attendants carrying torches. The bride was veiled and the
bridegroom would peek under the veil to ensure she was the right bride. She was often accompanied by five
bridesmaids.
Application: The church is the bride and the guests are the angels and Old Testament saints
12. The Chupah
The next phase of the ceremony, called nisu’im, is the consummation stage, or the chupah. It is also called
the “home taking.” The term is taken from the Jewish Talmud’s stipulation that the marriage does not take
legal effect until the bride has entered the chupah. The word chupah refers to both the wedding ceremony
and the canopy that covers the bridal couple. In Biblical times, the chupah was a special chamber that was
built on to the house of the bridegroom’s father.
a. Nisu’im comes from the verb nasah, meaning, “to lift up, to bear, to carry away.”
b. The bride was lifted up from her house until she arrived at the bridegroom’s house
c. The groom wears a white garment called a kittel under the chupah
Today, Chassidic (Orthodox) Jewish weddings are often held under the open sky.
•
•
•
•

This is reminiscent of Abraham seeing the stars (Genesis 15:5-6)
This is reminiscent of Ruth spreading her garment over Boaz (Ruth 3:9)
Our chupah is in heaven before the throne of God
A cantor shouts, “Blessed is he who comes. Blessed is he who comes.”

“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time
comes when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
- Luke 13:35
Application: The couple remained under the canopy for seven days, and during the 7-year tribulation, the
saints will be in heaven itself.
13. At the wedding, seven blessings are quoted over the couple
a. A noted rabbi speaks blessings over the couple
b. There are seven blessings recorded to those who will overcome
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eating from the tree of life
Not to be hurt by the second death
Given hidden manna, a white stone, and new name
To be given the morning star
To be clothed in white garments
To have the name of God written on the forehead
To sit with Christ on His throne

- Revelation 2:7
- Revelation 2:11
- Revelation 2:17
- Revelation 2:28
- Revelation 3:5
- Revelation 3:12
- Revelation 3:21

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in the pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me:
he shall set me upon a rock.”
- Psalms 27:5
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14. The Marriage Supper
a. The couple enters the chupah for seven days
b. After seven days, they return to join the guests for a marriage feast
c. The guests are called the children of the bride chamber
“And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And
he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”
- Revelation 19:9
From a few days prior to a week after, the couple is considered a king and queen and do not enter into
public without an escort. When Christ returns to earth with His bride, the armies of heaven will escort us
back to earth (Revelation 19:11-16). Angels will also accompany Christ (Matthew 13:49).
Application: The chupah or bridal chamber is where we will be hidden from tribulation.
“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me;
he shall set me up upon a rock.”
- Psalms 27:5
Application: The secret place (closet) is the chupah (Joel 2:16)
Note: The marriage supper could be one year in length

IV. EVERY JEWISH WEDDING MUST HAVE TWO WITNESSES
A. There is a principle of two witnesses throughout Scriptures
“At the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.”
- Deuteronomy 19:15
1. God made two great lights to rule the heavens - Genesis 1:16
2. Jesus sent His disciples two by two - Luke 10:1
3. Two angels were at the tomb of Christ - John 20:12
4. Two men in white garments were at His ascension - Acts 1:10
5. Two disciples ran to the tomb and found it empty - John 20:4-6
6. Two disciples walked with Christ to Emmaus - Luke 24:13
B. There are two witnesses at a Jewish wedding
1. One witness is for the bride
2. One witness is for the groom
C. Israel needs two witnesses and the church needs two witnesses
1. The two witnesses during the tribulation will be Enoch and Elijah
2. One (Enoch) was a Gentile and the other (Elijah) was a Jew
3. The two witnesses for the church could be John the Baptist and Paul
a. John was a “friend of the bridegroom” (John 3:28-30)
b. Paul said he had “espoused the church to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2)
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V. CONCLUSION
A. We are told to watch and pray
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”
- Luke 21:36
B. Summary
Christ’s first miracle on earth was at the wedding in Cana (John 2:1-10), and His last event in heaven is a
wedding supper (Revelation 19:7). The ancient Jewish wedding reveals the patterns for the future Rapture of
the church. The bride of Christ must be taken to the heavenly chupah before God can restore His full
relationship with His bride, Israel (Romans chapter 11).
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Study Resources and Other Reading Materials
The Ancient Jewish Wedding, by Jamie Lash. Published by Jewish Jewels, P.O. Box 450550, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. 33345
Commentary on the New Testament from the Talmud and Hebracia, first printing August 1989. Published
by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. Reprinted from the edition originally published by Oxford University Press, 1859
The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, by Alfred Edersheim, Published by Hendrickson Publishers,
Peabody, Massachusetts
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SPECIAL APPENDIX TO THE SYLLABUS
I. THE MYSTERY OF THE FOUR CUPS OF WINE AT THE JEWISH PASSOVER
“And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will
pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. And this
day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations;
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.”
- Exodus 12:13-14
Introduction: There are numerous prophetic parallels in the seven feasts of Israel. Among the prophetic patterns are
the four cups used at the Passover supper and their prophetic implications related to the return of Christ.
A. The four cups of wine at the Jewish Passover supper
(Information is gleaned from the Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmud)
1. Four cups of wine were to be drunk at the Jewish Passover
2. The wine was “mingled” with water because of the children present
3. The four cups correspond to the four expressions of redemption in Exodus 6:6-7
a. I will bring you out from under the burden of the Egyptians.
b. I will deliver you from their bondage
c. I will redeem you with an outstretched had.
d. I will take you to me for a people.
B. The prophetic fulfillment of the four sayings in Exodus
1. Jesus promised to bring us out of bondage
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage.”
- Galatians 5:1
2. Jesus promised to redeem us.
“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works.”
- Titus 2:14
3. Jesus promised to deliver us.
“Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us.”
- 2 Corinthians 1:10
4. Jesus promised to take us to Himself.
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”
- John 14:3
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C. Each of the four cups is named:
1. The first cup is the cup of blessing or sanctification
a. Christ used this cup when He celebrated the Passover
b. He had prayed that the disciples be “sanctified by the truth”
“And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.”
- John 17:19
2. The second cup is the cup of wrath or affliction
a. Jesus spoke of this cup that alluded to His sufferings
b. This was the cup He asked if the Father would let it pass
“But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of,
and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.”
- Matthew 20:22
“And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
- Matthew 26:39
Note: The finger is dipped in this cup and wine put on the table
Note: Jesus’ sweat became as drops of blood (Luke 22:44)
3. The third cup is the cup of salvation or redemption
a. This is the cup Christ drank from after the supper (Luke 22:20)
b. This was the cup of the New Covenant of redemption (1 Corinthians 11:25)
“Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for
you.”
- Luke 22:20
4. The fourth cup is the cup of hallel or consummation
a. This is also called the cup of Elijah.
Pour out your wrath is to be recited over the fourth cup based on Psalms 75:8. The wrath of God is poured
out in Revelation 16:1. The fourth cup is the cup of consummation or hallel. Jesus drank from the third cup
but not the fourth cup. This is the cup we drink in the kingdom:
“But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
- Matthew 26:29
(Also found in Mark 14:25, Revelation 3:20, Revelation 19:6-9)
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C. The Passover song
“All your works will praise You, O Lord our God.” The father concludes with, “Blessed are you O Lord, the
King who is glorified in praises.”
D. The saints’ song in heaven
“And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory,
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God.”
- Revelation 19:1
E. The four hallelujahs are shouted by the elders just prior to the wedding supper
1. Much people in heaven saying Alleluia (Revelation 19:1)
2. Again they said Alleluia (Revelation 19:3)
3. The twenty-four elders and the beast fell down crying Alleluia (Revelation 19:4
4. The voice of a multitude saying Alleluia - the marriage is ready (Revelation 19:6-7)
Note: This is when Christ will drink from the cup of consummation!
Note: Elijah will be present at this supper in heaven.
This is why the Marriage Supper of the Lamb cannot occur until after Elijah (one of the two witnesses in
Revelation 11) is killed in the middle of the tribulation. The couple usually spends one year after the consummation
without working (Deuteronomy 24:5).

II. CONCLUSION
The Jewish wedding, the Passover celebration and the patterns found in scripture seem to indicate a pretribulation Rapture and resurrection of the dead in Christ. This happens prior to the wrath of the Lamb and the
wrath of God being poured out on the earth. The last book of our New Testament is Revelation. The last two verses
of the last chapter in the Bible sum up our feelings about the Rapture and the Second Advent of Christ:
“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
- Revelation 22:20-21
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STUDY SOURCES AND OTHER READING MATERIAL
The Footsteps of the Messiah by Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum. 1982, Published by Ariel Press, P. O. Box 3723,
Tustin, California, 92681
The Truth about Armageddon, by William Sanford Lasor. Published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids
Michigan, 49516
Three Festivals - Pesah The Mishnah Tractate, 1998 Published by the Temple Institute, Jerusalem, Israel.
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APPENDIX I
REASONS FOR THE RAPTURE
•

To fulfill all scripture (Acts 3:20-21; 2 Peter 1:16)

•

To fulfill Christ’s promise to come again (John 14:1-3)

•

To fulfill Christ’s promise to resurrect the righteous dead (John 11:24)

•

To fulfill Christ’s promise of eternal life (John 6:40)

•

To fulfill Christ’s promise of taking us to His Father’s house (John 14:1-3)

•

To fulfill the promise of rewards for faithfulness (Matthew 24:45-48)

•

To fulfill the promise of a new immortal body (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)

•

To confess us before His Father and the angels (Matthew 10:32 - Luke 12:8)

•

To enjoy the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9)

•

To remove his Church before the time of God’s wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

•

To bring about the final world harvest of souls (James 5:7; Revelation 14:14)

•

To bring judgment (vengeance) on the ungodly and wicked (Matthew 24:37-39)
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APPENDIX II
BEHOLD I COME QUICKLY
Throughout the New Testament we are warned to watch and be ready for the return of Christ (Matthew
24:42; Matthew 25:13). Five times in the book of Revelation Christ states, “Behold I am coming quickly”
(Revelation 2:5; 2:16; 3:11; 22:7; 22:11). Coming quickly not only speaks of the manner of His coming, but also
reveals how those who are not watching will be caught off guard at the moment of His coming.
As it was in the days of Noah and Lot, likewise it will be in the days prior to Christ’s coming. None knew
what was to occur until the day arrived (Matthew 24:38). Only the righteous Noah and Lot were fully aware of
what was to transpire. Noah’s family, which included his wife, three sons, and their wives, believed the warning
of Noah and prepared for the global flood. On the other hand, various members of Lot’s family were warned of
the impending fiery wrath to strike Sodom and Gomorrah, but refused to heed the warning. His sons-in-law and
daughters heard Lot’s warning and mocked him (Genesis 19:14). They died in the sudden, fiery judgment (Genesis
19:24). At the end, only Lot and two daughters escaped (Genesis 19:30).
Noah’s flood came suddenly. The doom of Sodom came suddenly. The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ will
be sudden. Since the scriptures already indicate that Christ will return to Jerusalem at the conclusion of the sevenyear tribulation, and reveal to us the events surrounding His coming (Zechariah 14: 1-8; Revelation 19:11-15),
what return is Christ speaking of in which He warns us to watch, pray, and be accounted worthy to escape (Luke
21:36)? Certainly, it must be a warning for the believer not to sleep or slumber, but to watch as well as pray that the
day of Christ’s return (for the believers) will not take us unaware.
In ancient times, the bridegroom would surprise the bride and return for her suddenly and unannounced.
This is the same manner in which our bridegroom, Christ, will return for His bride, the church. This anticipation of
Christ’s return should cause us as believers to keep our garments white and our lamps burning (Matthew 25:1-8).
In Ecclesiastes 9:8 the Bible says, “Let thy garments always be white and let thy head lack no ointment.” We
must remain pure in our heart and spirit and allow the anointing of the Holy Spirit to flow through us.
When Christ warned that He would come quickly, this not only alludes to the short time that remains
before His coming, but reveals the suddenness of His arrival—in a “day and hour that you think not” (Luke 12:40).
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APPENDIX III
THE FALLING AWAY AND THE GATHERING TOGETHER
The apostle Paul wrote in his second letter to the Thessalonians:
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering
together unto him,
That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?
And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out
of the way.
And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”
- 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8
The first of Paul’s fourteen epistles was written to the Thessalonians. In First Thessalonians he mentions the
coming of the Lord five times (1 Thessalonians 1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 4:16-18, and 5:23). Afterwards, someone forged
a letter with Paul’s signature stating that the day of Christ had already passed and the church had missed Christ’s
coming. Paul wrote Second Thessalonians to correct the letter, saying “be not soon shaken in mind, or trouble,
neither by spirit, nor by word, as that the day of Christ is at hand (or “is now present.”).
Paul proceeded to tell the church that certain events will transpire before the “day of Christ” and before our
“gathering together unto Him.” The two events are:
1. The falling away which will come first (2 Thessalonians 2:3)
2. The man of sin who will be revealed (2 Thessalonians 2:3)
Without question, the “man of sin” or this “son of perdition” is speaking of the future antichrist who
forms an eighth and final kingdom for forty-two months (Revelation 11:2; 17:11). Paul stated that the man of sin
would be “revealed in his time,” and that something was restraining him from being revealed. The English words
withholdeth and letteth are the same Greek word katecho, meaning to hold down, or restrain. In the Greek,
the article with the present participle reads “the restraining one.” The restrainer who is holding back iniquity and
is holding back the man of sin is a person, an individual, or an individual with power to restrain. This “restraining
one” who is holding back the antichrist is a person.
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This person or power must be “taken out of the way” before the revelation of the man of sin. The phrase
“taken out of the way” in Greek is ginomai, and is used in the English Bible to mean “arise, to assemble, to be
finished.” When the restrainer is finished, or arises, the man of sin will then be revealed.
The Falling Away First
Paul taught that the man of sin cannot be revealed until the falling away comes first. In traditional
interpretation, this falling away is a rebellion or a defection from the truth. The Greek word here is apostasia. It
is translated in Acts 21:21 “to forsake” (Moses law). Apostasia was used in ancient papyri documents to allude to
political rebels. Therefore, the traditional interpretation of the apostasy is that a “falling away” from the faith will
occur prior to Christ’s return and the revealing of the man of sin.
We are certain “some shall depart from the faith” in the latter times (1Timothy 4:1). But the meaning of this
falling away may have reference to another event.
The Greek noun apostasia comes from the root verb aphestimi, meaning “to go away, depart, to remove.”
The word aphestimi is used fifteen times in the Bible. Eleven times it is translated depart and refers once to departing
from faith. Eight times it is used of a departure from a person or a place, according to W.E. Vines Dictionary of Greek
Words (page 297, number 20).
While the primary meaning of apostasia alludes to a rebellion from truth, there is a secondary meaning.
According to the Liddell and Scott Classical Lexicon, the second meaning of apostasia is “a departing, or a
disappearance.”
Before the 1611 King James translation, most of the Bibles translated the phrase falling away as “the
departing.” The following men translated falling away as departure: Lineberry, B.A., Cloverdale (1535), Crammer
(1539), Robert Baker (1615), Beza (1565), John Dawson, A.B. says “apostasia” means “a departure from any place.”
Robert Scott (1811-1887) gives the second meaning of apostasia as “departure, disappearance.” Kenneth Wuest,
world renowned Greek scholar translates 2 Thessalonians 2:3 as follows:
“Do not allow anyone to lead you astray in any way, because that day shall not come except the
aforementioned departure (of the church to heaven) comes first and the man of lawlessness is disclosed (in
his true identity), the man of perdition...”
(The New Testament - An Expanded Translation by Wuest)
The context of the scripture determines the meaning of the word. Wuest points out that if Paul were talking
about doctrine in Second Thessalonians chapter two, one could say he was alluding to a huge revolt or defection
from the truth that would happen before the man of sin was revealed. Yet, Paul reminded them “when I was with
you I told you these things.” Paul’s first letter contained the Rapture revelation (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17), and he
penned several promises of Christ’s return for the church. Wuest and other Greek scholars believe Paul was saying
that this man of sin could not be revealed until there was first a departing of the church to heaven!
Who is Restraining?
The restrainer who is holding back the revealing of the man of sin is addressed with the personal pronoun
“he.” Only he who now restrains will restrain until he be taken out of the way. The he in this passage does not
allude to, as some teach, the Roman government. If so, when the political Roman Empire declined, the antichrist
should have been revealed but he was not. Others teach the he is the Holy Spirit who is removed from earth during
the tribulation. Yet, there is no scripture to indicate the Holy Spirit will be completely removed from the earth
during that time. The two witnesses will preach and perform miracles and thousands of Jews will receive Messiah
(Revelation chapter 7 and 11). The Holy Spirit came during creation and has continued His work in various forms
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since the time of Adam. His work will be different during the tribulation, but nonetheless, nobody could be saved if
He were completely removed (John 6:44).
The third and best choice for the restrainer is the church. The church is presently the Body of Christ on
earth and will become the bride of Christ at the Rapture. Presently, all believers are baptized into “one body” (1
Corinthians 12:13). We are the “body and members in particular” (1 Corinthians 12:27). There is “one body and
one Spirit” (Ephesians 4:4). We are to come into the “unity of the faith, unto a perfect man” (Ephesians 4:13). We
are to “grow up in Him in all things” (Ephesians 4:15). Notice in these passages that the church is alluded to in a
masculine form. Therefore, the “he” in Paul’s passage could allude to the church being removed followed by the man
of sin being revealed. The church being removed is the “gathering together,” and the man of sin is revealed, before
the Lord returns to rule and reign as mentioned in Revelation 19.
Only the true church is hindering lawlessness from being unleashed on the earth. The preaching of the
Gospel hinders Satan’s plan to control the earth. Once the restraining power of the church is taken out of the way
(we arise and are removed), then the man of sin is revealed in his full identity.
While many will continue to accept the traditional interpretation (the falling away is a defection from truth),
it is not necessary to accept the above interpretation for a pre-tribulation Rapture of the church, since there is ample
evidence throughout the New Testament of such an event.
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APPENDIX IV
THE MYSTERY OF THE SEVENTH ANGEL
The book of Revelation indicates that seven angels will pour out the final seven judgments on earth, during
the last forty-two months of the great tribulation:
“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues;
for in them is filled up the wrath of God.”
- Revelation 15:1
“And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God,
who liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and
from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven
angels were fulfilled.”
- Revelation 15:7-8
In the New Testament the word for angel is aggelos, from aggello meaning “to deliver a message.” The
Greek word is translated several times in the English Bible as messenger. For example, the word aggellos is used of
John the Baptist being a messenger (Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7:27). It is used when alluding to those whom
Christ sent before Him to Jerusalem (Luke 9:52), of Paul’s thorn in the flesh (the messenger of Satan), and of the
spies who received Rahab (James 2:25).
In these passages, the “aggellos” were human messengers. In Christ’s message to the seven churches of Asia,
He addressed the “angel of the churches” (Revelation 2:1; 2:8, 2:12; 2:18; 3:1; 3:7; 3:14). Scholars point out that
these angels were actually the pastors of these seven churches, the spiritual messengers and leaders who led the
flock. Since the Greek word for angel can in some instances allude to a human messenger, consider the seven angels
in Revelation who pour out the final judgments on earth. Toward the conclusion of the Revelation, John fell to
worship the angel who showed him much of the latter part of the book of Revelation.
“And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
- Revelation 19:10
“And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down
to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See
thou do it not: for I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which
keep the sayings of this book: worship God.”
- Revelation 22:8-9
John reveals that one of the seven angels which had the seven vials filled with the final plagues being poured
out on the earth began showing John the judgment of the great harlot and the holy city New Jerusalem (Revelation
17:1 and 21:9). This is the same angel that John fell down to worship. This “angel” told John not to worship him.
He was a “fellow servant of thy brethren the prophets and of them that keep the saying of the book.” It appears that
this angel was actually a human messenger who was a servant of Christ and a prophet.
It may be possible that the seven angels who pour out the final judgments are actually seven prophets from
the Old Testament dispensation who will pour out the judgment that they each prophesied of in their Biblical
writings. Following is a list of the vial judgments and a prophet who spoke a similar warning of these same types of
judgment:
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The Trumpet Judgment

The Prophet who predicted this judgment

1. Hail and fire burning (Revelation 8:7)
2. A mountain burning with fire (Revelation 8:8)
3. An asteroid falling and water polluted (Revelation 8:10)
4. The sun, moon and stars (Revelation 8:12)
5. The pit opened - darkness (Revelation 9:1)
6. Angels loosed - the Euphrates River (Revelation 9:14)
7. The mystery finished (Revelation 10:7)

Ezekiel 38:22
Jeremiah 51:25
Isaiah 13:1-13
Joel 2:30-31
Zephaniah 1:14-15
Nahum 1:4-6
Daniel 12:9

According to the testimony of scripture, the seven angels are not angelic messengers but are fellow servants
and prophets. These angels blow the seven trumpets and open the final vials of judgments during the tribulation
(Revelation 8:7-10:7; 15:7-17:1).
Since the resurrection of the dead in Christ will happen at the Rapture, and the seventh angel was a fellow
servant and companion of John in the ministry, then this is further evidence that the Rapture and the resurrection of
the dead in Christ has already occurred prior to the conclusion of the tribulation, omitting any possibility of a posttribulation return of Christ for the church.
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